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. concerning Alms- giving are reſolved, 
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|| very man ſhould devote to chartable uſes, 
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Morai exetciſe in Cripple-gare Church, 
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I © thetruly vertuous, and 
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| 6 woithy A all honour,Mcjs. | 


Purthenia Loniy,. perpetuity of 
.-; L74ce here,and ecernity,of glo- 
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Maes: Hotoured ; 


ahdrng wich wy 2h boy 
VE Sn (ON even 0 
We ptofeſfors = 
in .thefe dayes of 
ot waxen Cold: ” res the, 
ormer thts o were ie Leah, blear-ey'd; 
ar fruitful, theſe like Ruchtl, fait, but 
bartenz abounding itnknowledge,bur bar- 
it's )od works: I thought it nor un-| 
able to publich a Sermon concern-| 
airy, which I had preached at the| 


66T. Andin regard 1t hath been, 
ne apcittit cuſtome,{ill practiſed by, moſt 
writers, toſend forth te Trextiles un-' 
derithe Parronage of fome eminent per- 
ſon: which wee finde warranted by St. | 
=; one of the pet-men of the holy|' 2 


edicate this inſuing Sermon of Charity 


criptures; 1 have taken the boldneſs to = 
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| ſomething , for. the u{e, of the Pape*tver) 
Lords-Day , ##t: of their comr#Y5 tf the 
week before, ACCOL. 


- |charitable.uſes So that I may well apply 
 [toyou that of theWilſe mary Maryan 


[aysgirhet 4ccopding 9 the pradhſeafthe 


ſpered them: .or e {e to devote wwto, God 


3 Your'ernifiencbHlity to che poor, 
not only of your ovn'pariſh,” but alſo of 
ſeveral out-patiſhes in this City, 

Whereas in my Sermon ,.:I Haveen- 
deaveuped to per{wade all good-Ghiſt- 


Saints.in the Primitive mes 3"#o(e Qpor} 


ing.25 God hath pro- 


At 
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ſme certain part or. Portion of then 
Jearly income and neuehine for charitable 
uſes ; commending unto the Richer, fort 
the example oF aray vowing a tenth part! 
of his [eſtate unto God, . You, haye far 
exceeded that proportion, having, ſince| 
you were a widdow,and had.in your qwa| 
hands the diſpoſing eo H eſtate, gwen 
out I dare ſay(8 that upon goog ground)| 
better than a fift part of your-ceceiprs to 


ters have done vertnouſly, but you have ex- 
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x Your ancient andconſtant reſpect < | 
| Tice and my Miniſtry; tor thereby you 


{rſt roakpotice, afaned;: 1} 1710 0 | 
[3 [- many jf2h demonſtratigns, of 
| ar repeR NtrvVerectived from you. 
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celleathem all. As God hath bleſled you] 


—_— —— 
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ble dyou withanenlarg'd heart;ro give 


| out proportionably.co: what he bath gra- 


ciouſly given unto you. 1 may, truely ſay, 


many: thankſgivings & praiſes unto God, 
for your liberality, 4q the multitude of 
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[poor people in {eyexalour pariſhes of this| 
backs are; yearly cloth-| 


ith alarge.cſtars' ſo hath hee likewiſe 


from what my ſelf have heard, that you; 
have otten-made heaven reſoungd with) 


{up for your ſelf in heaven, whichyou ſhall;| 


_ through- 


— I ww —_w—_—— —— 


— 


i. 


> 


"7 
+ a VE hed 


| 


- a 


= Jo -@n [> 
o - *- —_— nds tte We 


= 


ad Een os eu 


___—— 4... 


| The Fpiltle 


| - wn 


| 


on, but for theſe ſpecial reaſons, 


throughout many of the Pariſhes in Zon- 
den. "Which bounty: and libetality of 


you do not (as the mannet is of too thany 
who are anwilling-to part with any thing, 
till chey:tnuſt needs leave all) defet your 
works of 'charity till your death', barin 
your life time diſtribute chem , 'and ſee 
chem ſettled ini aſecafe ivay, fot the fu- 
turerelief ofthe p6or. In theſe teſpeds 
none ſeermed/ſofir ro'patronize this'Ser- 
mon of Chatiryas yourſelf, having been 
of. It would have beeti a' great incongrui. 
ty, to haveihad the name ofa rich milſer, 
prefixed/roa-Sermon of hiberality, * © 
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yours is the mor e contmendable, iti thar| 


ſo eminentin the duties ah works there-| 


* ThoughI know you love not to have 
your good works proclaimed 'before & 
thers, yer Þ have raken the liberty to 
make a geiieral mention'of them , not {© 
much for-your praiſe and commendati- 


. I For the honow of God,that he might 
bee thereby glotified', for it tends much 
ro his praiſe and glory, when in ſuch] 
works as himſelf hath commanded, his 
children - reſtifie their obedience and 


by profefſfion are as zealous of good] 


chankfulneſs to him : .when his ſervants 


works, as the wicked are of evil works, 


And 
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ny ous profeffion with good works ſay- 
Ing, ' Det your dight ſo fhine before men, that | 
they may- ſee your good works , and. glorifie) 
your Fatber which is in Heaven,” © | 
- 2 For the credit of 'our Religion , For 
men are apt toſpeak of our religion and 
profeſſion according to: the truits: which 
wee bring: forth ta our lives and conver- 


if it bee accompanied with good works, 
[But contrariwile , if like. thoſe of whom 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, wee have a form of 
godlineſs, but deny the prwer theregf, bein 

altogether barren and unfruitful in goo 
works, how ready.are they to open their 


ſarions,thinking OUT. religion to be gaod | 


mouths againſt all the profeſſors of reli- 
gion? whereas a fruitful converſation j 
(caſts forth a ſweet ſent; and makes others 
like out religion the better. 


bee ſtirred up to an holy emulation by 
hearing of your exemplary liberality ; as 
St. Pax teſtifies of the Macedoxians, that 
' [very many of them were ſtirred- up and 
|provoketito a liberal contribution to.the 
| poor Saltit8at Hrerufalems, by the charity 


3 For the good of others, that they may | 


of the Corinthians. 4 Fo) 
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he Epittley\&c. 

 - 4 "For flapping the niouths. of puratalict; 

© 21 = | aus adverſartes; the , Bapifts.y whinetalſely 
ſlander:us and our dodtrine,as jk wewere: 
enemies to good works, and-taught men' 
that ſo they. beleeve in. Jeſus Chriſt, :it 
_ | matters not for. good works 5, whereas 
wee declare , -that every true Chriſtian 
muſt accompany, this: profeſſion . with 
good works,we conſtantly call for them, 
we earneſtly urge and pref5 the neceſſity 
of them, only we exclude them from the 
act of juſtificatian ,” that ſo we may give 
unto "Chriſt the whole praiſe. and glory 
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thereof, | 
. AndIdare confidently ſay , that: Proteffart; 
have been, and fiill are as adore and fruit- 
ful in works of charity, as the Papiſts,what ever 
they vainly boaſt to the contrary, A learned Di- 
vine of ours, to ſtop their {landerous mouths , 
hath made it out by an induRion of particulars, 
char ſince the breaking forth of rhe li2hr of the 
Coſpel in this Nation , Proteftants have far ex- 
ceeded Papiſts in works of charity; and how juſt 
is it, that your name -bee addedto that lovely 
Caralogue ? 
Now the Lord Feſns , whoſe Goſpel you credit 
with your beneficence,bleſs 194 with all bleſſings, e- 
ſpectally with ſpiritual bleſſings, make you more 
4nd more fruitful in every good work, ,that the ma- 
. laybleſſioss promiſed to the merciful may reſ# upon 
you which be moſt unfeighealy defiregpiyyho 13 | 
- Yours to command in any ſergneeof Chriſ, 
© .., Tho. Gouge, 
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| Apoſtles Charge 


Concerning 


R ICH MEN: 
To bee Rich in good works, 
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1 Tim, 6. 17, 18,19, 


harge them that are rich in his world, that 
they be not high-minded, nor truft in un- 
certain Riches, bat in the Living God , 
who? etveth us richly all things to injoy 
tat they do good, that they bee rich 11 good 
| warks,ready to arſtribute, willing to com- 
\ uPicate - ' 
gjing up is ſtore for themſelves 4 good 
"foundation againſt the ume tocom”, that 
roy wy lay hold on Eternal Life, 


k He ſum of th:ſe words is[ a Direc | 

5 tion for Rich men how to make the 

\ beft nſe of their Riches. } Fhe\ 

WS ground or occaſion of this Di- 

CE A. region, Is to meet Wirh an Oh- 
ieRtion, which might bee made againlt the dif- 
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2 ' lhe «Apoſtles Charge 
* commodities and dangers of Riches, n oted he. 
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| |:fChrit, for whom Erernal Life is purctz 
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concerning Rich Men, 


| Having ghus (hewed the occahon and depen- 
dance of theſe words upon the fortuer , come 
wee now to the Logical Reſolution of them; 
where ee may obſerve two patts. 
x A Prohibition. . 2 An Injuxf;or, 
A Prohibition of hurtful Vices, 
An. Ivjanftiox of needful Vertues, 


; 
| ; 1 High-mindedneſs. 
| The Vices are e003 2 Vainconfidence. 


| Charge them that are Rich m this world, that | 
they be not bygh-minded yror truſt in nacertain rich- 
ee The Verrues are likeyiſe two. 
| 1 Confidence or Faith in God , but truSt ty 
| God, which is urged by an Argument raken from 
| Gods bounty, in chefe words, who giveth wrich- 
[ly all things to enjoy. | 
2 Charity towards Men, expreſſedin ſeveral 
phraſes, viz by doing good, and by being rich tn 
good works, ready to drſtribute, willing to commu 
#icate ; which duries are enforced by an Argou- 
ment taken from the benefic of performing | 
them, hich is in brief , aſſurance of Ecernal 
Life, implied in cheſe words , Laying up in ſtore 
for themſelves a good fonndation againſt the time 
to comey that they may lay hold on Eternal Life. 
I ſhall briefly ſpeak ſomething co che (everal 
| branches of the Texr, as they lye in order, and 
[then come tothe Queſtion or Caſe of Conſci- 
lence, given untomeeto handle. 
| Chargethens that are rich in this world; The 
expreſſion of ,our Apole is here obſervadle ; 
in that hee Cſaich notAtyt, ſpeak rothem, nor 
Kſyehhe, declare to them , bur Togaſy*\As , 
F'3 
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Job 1. 21. 


| 


this charge is to bee given,namely, To the Rid 
|in this world, Charge them, ſaith the Apoſile, 
| who are rich in this world, that is, inthis preſent 


I world; for true is that Proverb of the Wiſe- 


{ world,to ſtore up a ſure foundation for the time 


{ Rich menare very prone, in that their wealthis 


charge, command them. -Well did the Apoſtle 
know how forward on the one fide Rich men 
are to bee high- minded, and ro truſt in thei 
Riches ; and oon the other fide, how Eackwar 
they aretotruſt in God, and to ſhew charity tg 
the poor ; and thereupon ſaw It requiſite that 


Miniſter thould rake courage to himſelf, and 


| not think ir enough, cloſely to intimate to Rig 
| men what Vices they are addi&ed to, or whit 
'| Virrues they are bound unto , but remembring 


the place 'wherein they ſtand, which is God, 
in the Name of his moſt excellent Majefty, 1 
require, charge, and command rhemto forbex 
the one;andindeavour after the other. 

In the next place follows the patties to whan 


world ; noting our Riches ro bee only for thi 


man, R:ches are not for ever,they cannor bee cap 
riedour of this world, As naked wee came my 
this world, ſo naked ſhail wee go ont of it,, And 
therefore it muſt needs bee apoint of great mil 
dome by that which 1s bur for this preſen 


co COMC&e ; 
In the next place follows the Vices here for 


bidden,the firſt is, H'gh- mmdedneſs, whereunt 


aswind ; and though wind bee bur a vapour, 
yet it pufferh up exceedivgly, as wee ſeen ; 
hladder blown up with wind, In like manner, 


EcclcfC. - g 


| 


Sm. 


Riches, though they bee but meer vanity, a*rie 
Wiſe- 
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Concerning Rich men, 


Wiſe-man expreſleth ir, yer are they apt to puff 
up men extreamly, even to think ofrhemſelves 


above what 15 meet. Whereas if Rich men 
would bur well weigh, that they came from, 
and muſt rerurn to the ſame mould rhat others 
do; for duſt they are, aud to duft they mutt ye- | 
twrn; Yea, if they would conſider thac they 
came from rhe ſame curſed Rtock that others do, 
and are by fiature no better chan the meaneſt , 
eſpeciallyif chey would conſider, that outward 
ches cannot add the leaft dram of real worth 
tothe owners of them ; but though cthey may 
bee th2 more honourable parts or members in 


the civil body of the fate, yer in the myſtical 
bady of Chriſt they may bee leſs honourable 
than the poor ; Iſay, if Rich men did bur ſeri- 
uſly conſider theſe things, they would nor bee 
ſo igh-minded as they are- 

The - other Vice here forbidden unto Rich | 
men, 1s, Vatz-confidence , or truiting in their 
Riches ; and this is very fitly joyned to the for- 
mer ; for where our pride 1s, there will bee our 
confidence, Thar Rich men 2re apr to put too 
much cruſt and confidence 1n their Rich:s, doth 
appear- by the ritles which they co:nmonly 
ove unto them , cailing chem thery goods, asif 
chey were the only good things ; and their ſub- 
ſtance, as if all rhin2s elſe were ſhadows; and 
dy the increaſe of chem, rhey ſay they are made 
forever, andby the loſs of chem, rhey ſay they 
are utterly undone, What do theſe expretlions 


imply,but a truſt and confidence in their Riches: | 


whereupon ſaich rhe Wiſe-man, The Rich wi 
wealth is his ſtrong City, and as an high wall in his 
B | 
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The CA poſtles Charge 


Luk. 13:2. 


'Pla.68.19; 


own concerr, It makes him think himſelf ſo ſafe 
hor ſecure , that like the Judge mentioned by 
| our Saviour , hee feareth not God, nor regard. 
eth man, | 
In the next place follows the Vertues en- 
joyned. 
The firſt is Confidence, or faith in God, Which 
is direAly oppoſed to truſt in Riches, ſo as 7 


men may have wherein to truſt, rhough they 
rruſt not in Riches,God is the God of the Rich, 
as well as of the Poor, and the one x 
well as the other, are co put their whole truf 
in him. 

And if wee conſider the property here given 
toGod, wiz. Living, but truſt mn the living 
God ; we ſhall ſee good reaſon to truſt in God, 
rather than in Riches, For our wealth may! 
vaniſh away , but he ever liverh , our wealth! 
| may prove our bane, but hee is both the giver| 
and preſerver of life, Our truſting In- Godis 
here preſſed byan Argument taken from Gods! 
{bounty to us in theſe words, who giveth w 
richly all o_ to enjoy: So that the Lordi 
not onely a Eivizg , bur alſoa Grving God, 
of whoſe gift you have not onely your life; but 
alſo your Riches; yea , all that you haves; 
the gift of God , who giveth you not onely all 
needful things , bur alſo Richly , and as Saint 
James ſaith, liberally, For God in his gifts 
ſherverh himſelf to bee a God, and that two 
[waies, 1. In the freeneſs. 2 In the oreatne!s 
of them, Hee loadeth ns with benefits, © th] 
ye Pſalmiſt.This Rich bounty of God is a fut- 
ther mocive Go draw you to truſt in him» 


te... 
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Yea! 


concerning Rich men, 


PE 


eth us all things richly to enjoy ; that is , not] 
only for the preſent to ſpend, as being abſo- 
lutely neceſlary; but alſo to lay up and re- 
ſerve, ſo aS1t 1s ner unlawful to lay up for afe 
rer-rimes. The Apoſtle prefſeth it on Parents 
as bounden Duty , to /ay »p for their Chul- 
dren. ? 

Only ler chis lawful liberty bee limiced with 
theſe and ſuch like bounds, 

1 That we lay upnorhing but whar is juſt- 
ly gotten, To lay up Riches of unrighteouſ- 
neſs, 1sto kindle a firethat may deſtroy both 
our temporal and our ſpiritual eſtate. | 
| 2 That wee bee not ſocovetous of hoarding 
up , AS to deny our ſelves what is needful for 
our uſe and comfort , orto deny the poor what 
is needfal and neceſſary for them; bur that 
wee willingly give out as whar is meet for our 


——_— 


Yea the Apolile adderh, that the Lordgiv-| | 


{ 
2 CHE, LI 2- 


14. 
| 
| 


ſelves , ſo what 1s needful corhe poor. 
3 Tharin our creaſuring up, wee aim nor| 
meerly, wholly, and only ar our ſelves , bur 


withal have aneye as to the charge which in| 


particular God hath commirred to us, £{» alſo 
tothe Chuxch , Common-wealth , and Poor 
fok the time to come. 


ſure » nothough wee aim at the fore-mention- 
edgood ends. 
So much for the clearing the firſt Duty the 
Apoſtle would have prefled upon Rich men e- 
ſpecially , which is ro Tr#5t in God. =F 


The ſecond is Charity towards men , exprel- 


4 Thar we exceed not meaſure in our trea- 


ed in ſeveral phraſes, as firſt by doing g20d, | 
5. ONS 
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The Apoſtles Charee 


—————— 


2 Cor.g.7 


| 


| 


Charge them that arerich in this world ,. that 


| works, as the Apoltle adoerh., For God ex« 


[hey do good, Sorhat true Charicy confifterh 
nor onely in compaſſionate affe&ions, and kind 
ſpeeches , butin gooddeeds, as the word 1n 
tbe Original 1mpliech. | 

You Rich men ought to bee rich in good 


[peerh fruic anſwerable ro the ſeed which hee | 


cc 

'foweth, He giverh you plenty of ſeed, rbere-| I | b 

fore you mult bee plenciful in chis kinde of: Ii | e 

(fruir, = BK 

The next branches , Ready t2 diſtribute, wile, Ml | t 
1/izg to communicate, ſet forth the manner of our! | 

charity | # 


The former implying A wi, e aiſtribution of oh. 
Alms ; for to diſtribute is not hand over bead, 
| wichour conſideration to oive, but according! 
| rothe need of them ro whom wee give, The] 

latter implyivg a willingneſs therein. As by 
diſtributing, good 1s done to others, ſo by wil 
| I neneſs therein , much comfort is brought un- 
\ to our own ſouls, and erace tothe work; And. 
God doth beſt accepr ſuch, for hee loveth a 
| chearfal, willing giver. | | 

In the nexr place follows the Reaſons, to 
enforce the forz-named Duties taken from the 
benefit of performing them , which is in brief, 
| aſſurance of eternal life, Implied in theſe 
| words, Laying wp in ſtore for themſelves, a 

good foundation, againſt thetie to come , that 
they may lay hold on eternal life. The Apoſtle 
heres for their better encouragement to lay 
our a pottionoof cheir eſtate on good works, tel- 
 leth them'thar they are ſo far from looſing what | 
they 


rey 
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| | Concerning Rich men. 
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they ſo lay out, as in truth they Lay #p thereby in | 


ſtore for themſelves, 

Tea, they lay up a good - foundation , that is 
ſuch a treaſure as 15 like a foundation un the 
round , that cannor bee ſhaken nor over- 
chrown. This treaſure the Apoſtle thus expreſ- 


ſerh, in oppoſition ro the fore-mentioned un- | 


| certainty of Riches, So as by a chearful diftti- 
| bution of this worlds wealth, they do indeed bur 
exchanee uncertainties, for certainties, and 
ſono fear of looſing by ſuch bargains, Yea , 
' they thereby obtain eterval life, 

Queſt, Are then good works the canſe of eter- 
| nal life?” | 
Auſw. Surely No, onely chey are the means 
| and way of atraining thereto, and in this ſenſe, 
15 rhis phraſe here uſed ; That they may lay hold 
oneternal life: Having thus ſhewed you the 
| 0ccaſion of rhe words ; "the logical Reſolntion of 
chem , their ſexſe and meaning. 

I ſhould now accordirg ro my accuſtomed 
| method, come to ſuch points of Do&tine , 
watch the words do naturally afford unto us; 
But 1 muſt wave them, and fall upon chat 
Oueſtion , or caſe of conſcience , woich was gt- 
ven mee to handle ; viz, 

Queſt. How or after what manner, wuſt wee 
give Alms, that theymay bee acceptable, ard; 
pleaſing wnto.God ? In the reſolving whereof, 
{hall endeavour ro anſwer moſt of the caſes 
of conſciehce abour alms- giving. 


Anſw, 1 It muſt bee with juſtice, giving on- 
{ly of our own , whereunto- wee have a juſt right 


” CE 


" and. 


| 


| 


| 


} 


—c_ 


1 


| ſuch things as a man hatch by him ( for one 


ſnch things as you havewhereby is not meant, 


may have another mans things by him ) bur 
ſuch things as are his own , whereunto he hath} 
a juſtrtitle , and undoubred right , whereof hee 
1s the lawful proprieror , hath the power of 
diſpoſing thoſe rhings , and thoſe onely he may 
lawfully and juſtly give away. 

This Caveac 1s very necellary for manyRea- 
{ons. 

1 Becauſe otherwiſe wee ſhall ſever mercy 


inhand, God hath pur chem together ; Prov. 
21.27, Day. 4.27. and wee muſt notpur 
them aſunder ; indeed they are two links cf 


Wee Muſt give ovlly | 
: andritle, ſo much our Saviour implierh inthat 
T! precept of his ,- where he ſaith, Give alms of 


from juſtice , which ſhould alwaies go hand\ 


one and the ſame chain, of which other vertues 
| and graces are alſo other links ; So many ver- 
rues., ſo many links , Now if one link of: 
Chain fall off, the whole chain is broken , and 
down falls rhat which is drawn or held up by 
it ; ſo weethat are held our of the pir of de- 
ftruftion by the Chains of graces are in dan- 
gercofallintoir, if one grace bee violated, 
and ſevered from the reſt. 

3 By giving that which is not our own, the 
excellency and glory of Charity is loſt, of ſuch 
Charity ic may bee ſaid Ichacod , whereis the 
olory ? The glory of Chariry conſiſts in this, 
that wee are Willing to part with ourtbwn, and 
thereinto damntifie our ſelves , for the relief 
and ſuccour of others, 


3 By givingthat wh'ch is not our own, We 


de 
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that which ts our own. -- 


— 


—————————_————— — 


do wrong y and thereby make our ſelves liable 
ro reſtitution, So as charity im ſuch a caſe , 1s 
a plain injury. It is a caſe wherein recom- 
pence of Revenge may more bee feared, than 
recompence of Reward expeRed. 


Queſt. Who may bee ſaid to give that Which 
ts not their own? | CD 

Anſw. They who filch , ſteal , or rob for this 
very end, As Parents for Children, or Chil- 
dren for Parents , or one friend for anorher. It 


| 
| 
| 


{ 


ger, Muchmore it is ſin, tofteal for another, 

certainly-it is a great wickedneſs to do injuſlice, 

chat we may do aQts of Charity. 
2 Such as having raiſed up an eſtate, or got 

ſomething by mnatrett and anjuſt means, as by 
lymg , ſwearing, falſe weights, decenful mea- 

ſnres , azd the like; think to make mp all by 
giving part to the Poor ? For as the Crvilians ſay 
well, the good uſe doth not juſtifie , the unjuit 
getting of their goods. And can any imagine 
that God will bee pleaſed with thoſe mens cha- 
rity,who give relief out of that which they have 
wrongfully gotten ? refliturion ſhould rather 
| bee made to ſuch as have been wronged. And 
if neither the parties wropged , nor thelr heirs 
can bee found, then what hath been wrongful- 

ly got, ought to bee given to the Poor, as 
thelr heirs. An example whereof wee have 
in Zachens , who having wrotiged many by 
oppreſſion, after his converſion, offereth fours 
fold reſtitution unto all whom he had wronged, 
and becauſe many could nor be found,to whom 


—W——_—_— ---” eo 
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1s a fin for one to ſteal to ſatisfie his own hun- 


Prov,6.3 1] 


—_———._. At 


_he} 


Bonus uſus 


207 juſtfi 


cat 7ujuſte 


queſit 2» 
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Who may be ſaid to grve that ; 


Ephe.4.20 letſervancs ſpare out of their wages ; ler ſuch| 
| 


A. 


|hee ſhould make it, he offereth to beſtow half 
of his goods to the relief of the poor. 

| 3 Such as being under authority , and have no 
propriety ww the things which they give, do 
aotwithitanding give direflly again#t , or imply 
without the conſeut of thoſl, e who have the true pro- 
priety, do not grve of their owe, as Servants , 


Children, and orhers. Indeed Servants, and! 


Maſters, or Parents, Without their allow- 
ance, 

4 Suchas being joyned in Partner-ſhy with a- 
other , and give Alms out of the Common ſeock 


| that which is their own, 
5 Such as are tn extream debt, and owe more 


mercy bee ſhewed. They whoowe more than! 
they are worth, have nothing at all ro give 
for Alms, ſuch joyn Arrogancy to Injuſtice , rol 
make ſhew of a grear eſtate, and yer have 
none, 

I ſhall cloze this with a word of advice to 
ſuch as have a merciful and charitable diſpoli- 
tion, above their outward condition and abi- 
licy; That they uſe the bet diligence they can, 
5 all lawful and warrantable means, to ger 
ſomething to beſtow upon charitable uſes, Let 
[Poor labouring men rake ſo much the more| 
/pains , that they may have ſomewhat to give 3| 


as 
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Children, may lawfully give out of that which | 
is their own , bur not our of that which is their| 


without the conſent 'of their Partner: , do not give! 


than they are worth ; Wee ſhewed thar mercy | 
and jiſtice muſt go rogerher, yea , juſtice! 
muſt go before mercy, and bee ſatisfied before 


| 
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which is not their own ? 
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as have no propriety in any thing, but are whol- 
ly maintained by them under whom they live , 

as Children, Apprentices, and others, do what 

they canto obtain ſomerhing of their Parents, 

or other Governours , even for this veryend , 

that they may have ſomething togive. Ler ſuch 

as are in debt, firſt pay their debts, andrhen 

oive Alms, Let ſuch as have any way defraud- 

ed others, firſt make refticution, andrthen re- 

leevethem rhar are in need. Finally, ler ſuch 

as live at the extent of their eſtate, and much 

more , ſuch as live beyond their means, well 

weigh wherein they may cut off ſome of their 

expences to beſtow on the Poor. 

11, Alms-giving muſt bee with freedome, and 

cheerfalneſ,and nor grudgingly ; The phraſe of 
giving Alms,frequently mentioned in Scripture 
implyerh as much, for to give, 1s freely to be- 
ftolv, In che Law this propriety of gr21ng , is 
plainly expreſſed, and by the contrary thus ex- 
plained, Thou ſhalt freely give him, and thine 


hins, It1s alſo implyed under this phraſe , thox 
ſhalt open thy hand wide, Alms muſt nor bee 


muſt of himſelf oper bis hand,char 1s,freely give, 
The word wide addech emphaſis. And in the 
Goſpel, wee finde it commanded by the Apo- 
tle, Every man according 45 hee purpoſe hin his 
heart,ſe let him give, not grudgir.gly, or of neceſſi- 
t1,for God loveth a cheerful groer, 

Many motives mayÞee producedto induce 
us hereunto : as, 

1 The pattern of God onr Heavenly Father, and 


heart ſhall not bee grieved when thou giveſt nnto' 


wreſted and wrunsg out of a mans hand, but hee 


Deut.Ig5, 
Io, 


Veal 11. 
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Oar Alms muſt bee grven 


gratifican- 
(lo aliquis 
donate 

| Deut. 7+7> 


y 


Ephel. 5.25 
2» 


4 
> Rev.z 1.50 


{ C{1,2 217, 


[1Cor.13-3 


[freely upon his own love, without any deſerr of 


|fo feed the poor, and have not charity, ut profiteth 


mans 


of his Son Feſus Chriſt our Redeemer. 

All the good rhat the Father doth, hee doth 
moſt freely;who hath firſt given unco him? The 
word which is uſed to ſer out that Which God 
giverh, fignifiech « free gift 3 andhee 1s ſaid to 
love us freely, Hoſea 14.4. To juſtifie 6 freely , 
Rom. 3.24. and freely to give us all things, Rom, 


Iv 
This Reaſon of Gods love , the Lord ſet hi; 
love upon you, becanſe hee loved you, doth clear- 
ly demonſtrate the freene(s of ir. 

The good alſo which the Son of God , Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour dorh for us, hee doth moſt 


ours : 1n this reſpe& ir is ſaid rhat hee hath /ov- 
ied 14, and bath given himſelf for w. The con- 
junRion of theſe two, love, and grvmg, plainly 
prove the freeneſs of the gifr. Bur further hee 
exprelly ſaith concerning the freeneſs of his gift, 
[ will give unto him that ts 4 thirſt, of the fonntary 
of the water of life freely. And again, Whoſoever 
will let hin take of the water of life freely, 

2 Aſecond Motive may bee raken from: th: 
nature of Charity, which anleſs it bee free , 15 not 
tyre and ſourd. Thus much che Apoſtle umplyeth 
under his phraſe , Though [ beſtow all my goods 


mee nothing, By Charity hee meaneth a free giv- 
ing of that which is given , meerly out of love 
and pitty to him, unto whom hee giveth, 

3 Free giving makes that which 1s given to 
man acceptable to Gods; for God loveth « cheer- 
ful giver, Yea, God hath more reſpe& to this 


I” 


CE ey 


'manner of giver, chan tothe greatneſs of the 
oifr, 


awe pounnnC 


with freed ome and chear fulneſs. 


15 | 


—_ $ _ GET : 
gifts For if ther e bee firſt A willing minae, zt 15 4c- 


cording to that hee hath not, 

4 A free manney of giving, makes the gift the 
more acceptable to him that is made partakey 
thereof, As the gift ſupplierh his want , ſo the 
manner -of giving revivech hisſpirit. Tne Apo- 


ceſluty. 


God. 


cepted according to that & man hath, and not ac- 


5 A free and chearful groing much redound- | 
eth to the glory of God, in thar others are (lirred]| | 
up to praiſe God for ſuch gifrs, David praiſed! ION 
Gods glorious Name, when hee ſai his people 
offer willingly unto rhe Lord. And in this re- 
ſpe the. Apolile ſaith of ſuch benevolence , | Cor.9 £1 
chat it 1s abundant by mary thankegivings um & It. 


IN. With ſimplicity and ſincerity ; according | 1 h. | 
0 thar of rhe Apotile, Hee that giveth let hins do Wilde 

it with ſomeplicity 3 thats, with an honeſt, plain, 
*ng fincere heart,not aiming therein ar his own 


_ 


| Chap, 8.12. | 
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ile rejoyceth In the Lord greatly,upon chat care "HEY, 
which the Philzppians ſhewed to him 1n his ne-| phil 4, 10. $1056 
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f 
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praiſe,or applauſe, bur at the glory of God, do- 
ing ic in obedience to his command, This f11:1- 


plicity 1ngiving , our Saviour hinteth unto us , 


where hee ſaith, hen thou doeſt Alm, let no' thy 
left band know what thy r1g ht hand doth thar is,let 
| not theneareſt that may be unto thee know what 
thou giveſt, The right hand is that hand where- 
with wee ordinarily give, yer the lefrhand is of- 
ten aſſiſtant to 1tr, Now though there ſhould be 
any ſonear unto thee, as to bee helpful and aſ- 


fant, or at hand, yer ler chem nor knoyy it : 


> — — << —_ -- --. —n——_— ——__. 
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make 
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nhonge | paſſionate heart, with bowel. of aff eftion. The Greek | 
TsheG- | word for Alms 1s derived from a vordhar [ge 
{miſericor- |nifies Mercy, which intimareth the cif poſition 
id 2. | of the giver, how he ſhould be a werciful man , 
whoſe bowels are moved at the miſery of ano- 
ther,and thereupon contributes to h's need with 
bowels of compaſſion. | & 
In giving wee muſt not only open our hands , 
Pla-$8.10, | Dur our hearts alſo in pitty and compaſſion ; we 
' manſt draw ont our own ſouls ( as the: Proper 
[ſpeaketh) as well as 0#r purſer,to the bungr y ard 


| 1. 19. 17- {px deth uxts the Lord. And ſaith the Apoflle Sr. 


Onur Alms muſt bee given 


' make known thy charity to none. 


Do. 


Colle&ions , or when in publick wee ſee one 
ſand in need. But wee may not do it with a 
minde to have it known', our minde muſt bee 
free from all ſuch conceir , and wee muſt ſodo 
it, as if wee were alone. That Alms is not unac- 
-*—"x ceptable which 1s given and ſeen of men, but that | 
que fit > | which 1s grven to bee ſeen of mes, Sothar the 
widetur, ſcope of our Saviour 1n the fore-mentioned 
ſed que fit |place, isto take us off from all vain-glory, in 
[ur videa-- giving of our Alms, har as much as inus lierh 
Far wee {hould indeavour to hide and conceal our 
200d works from the eye of the world. 


[Nor eſt 14- 
grata eee - 


IV. Our Alms muſt bee given with a com- 


| Queſt, Iaywee not give Alms if others q 
? ; 


— 


Anſw. Yea if need ſo require , as at publick 


( 


afitted ; whichis implied under ſeveral expreſ- 
hons of Charity, uled in Scripture by the Holy 
Ghoſt, as Hee that bath mercy on the poor, happy 
Pr0.14-21 75 bee, And again, He that hathpitty apon the poor, 


= Paul, 


let. eee res h— 
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witha c ompaſſionate heart * if ST | / 


Paul, Pat on, as the Ele} of God, bowels of mercy. Col, 3, 12 

And ſaith the beloved Diſciple St» Fohn , Whoſo |'3%3-17 £ 

hath this worlds goods, and ſeeth his Brother hath 

need, and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion frons b- 

him, hew draelleth the love of God in him ? It is i | 
| 


— 
"—_—_ 


not ſufficient to have an open, liberal hand, un- 
leſs wee have alſo an open and compaſſionate |zeyefcer- 
heart ; - for if the Sacrifice of our Alms-deeds 
[bee not mingled with the oyl and incenſe of 
2rcy,and compaſlion , it will not bee accepta- 
ble unto God , who will have Mercy, as well 
as Sacrifice, In contributing therefore ro the 
relief of the poor ; let our 1mbard affeftioy, g0 
along with our outwards atliog, 
As helps hereunto, | 
1 Bee well informed in the benefit that compaſ- 
ſion bringeth, and that nor only to thy diſtreſſed | 
Brocher, whois ſuccoured, bur alſo to thy ſelf, 
to whom in this caſe a promiſe of mercy 1s | ; BO) 
made ; Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall ob- |Nat.y,z, Wis 
tain mercy i Mercy from other men, and mercy D0%r 
from God himſelf. 
| 2 Well weigh the common condition of all, how 
All things come alike to all; 2s the Wiſe-man [xc1 ,,. 
ſpeaketh, ſo as thou alſo arr ſubje& to the ſame 
ditreſs,whereunto others are broughr;and there- | 
fore as Aquinas ſaith, wee ſhould have compaſ- ! proprey 
ton on other mens miſery for the poſſibility of | poſſibilita- 
ſuffering the like ; Which argument the Apo-) ic ſimulta 
tle uſerh ro the Hebrews , ſaying, Remember, * p_ 


. . Tho 24, 
them which ſuffer adverſity , aberng Jour ſelves | uf & « 
alſo in the body ; war is,ſay ſome,as being mem- | 2. "i 
bers of che ſame body , bur rarher, as Beza and | eR-13-Js »Þ 


others interpret the place , as being your ſelves | 
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Which are the moſt ſeaſonable times © 


ut-qui fitts | 
& TITS 


mitatibus 
obnoxit, 
Bex. in loc, 
Theodor. 
Epift.29, 


Ecc,3 I-21 


Gal.6. 10. 
ACxIoOVe 


Luk 10.31 


| a ſeaſozabletime, 


323332 34s 


in the body of fleſh and frailty , ſabjeb to the like 
miſeries; for ſolong as wee dwell here in theſe 
houſes of Clay , and carry abour us this earthly 
Tabernacle , wee are all ſubje& to the like 
chavges and chances z which made old learn- 
ed Theodoxets to reach his helping-hand to thoſe 
out-caft Africans, For when I ſaw {quoth hee ) 
ther putifal eftate, I began to lay to heart the 
doubtful turnings and inverſions of hnmaze things, 
and ts fear lealt I my ſelf might fall into the like 


evils, | 

V. Our Alms muſt bee given ſeaſoxatly ; for 
as the Wiſe-man ſpeaketh, To every thing there 
15 a ſeaſen , and every thing 1s beantiful only i it 
time and ſeaſon; And therefore it will bee our 
wiſdome fo to obſerve the needs and neceſſities 
of o:her men, that wee do not ler {lip any ſea- 
{on,or opportunity of doing good. According to 
chat exhortation of the Apoſtle , As wee have 
opportanity, let us do good. The word in the 0- 
riginal tranſlated oppertanity , properly fignikes 


. Queſt. Which are the moſt ſcaſonable times of 
deing works of mercy ? il 

Aruſw,1, Wren accidentally thou meeteli 
with any fic obje&s of mercy , thou mult not 
then paſs them by with the Prieſt and Levite | 
bur with the good Samaritan, preſently pour the] 
Oyl and Wane of hy charity iuto the wounds 
of thyBrother, forthwich contributing ſomewhat 
to his relief; For miſery being the proper 0b- 


| 


ga e—_— 


| ject of mercy , thou ſhouldeſt then extend ti)! 
mercy unto ſuch as are in want and miſery, | 
2 Whe#' 
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of doing works of Mercy. 


. 2 When God by his prowmidence hath azy way 
bleſſed aud encreaſed thy ſtock and ſtore, by proſ- 
pering thy adventure at Sea, or thy trading ar 
home, or by ſome great Legacy bequeathed thee 
by ſome of thy friends, thar is a ſeaſonable time 
for thee togive out freely and liberally to the 
releif of rhe poor, in reftimony of thy chankful- 
neſs unto God for his bounty towards thee. T 
know it 15 uſual with moſt men upon the en- 
creaſe of their ſtock and ſtore, ro ſacrifizeto 
their own nets, to aſcribe their wealth to their 
own wir and policy, and ro ſay in their hearts, 
Their power , and the might of their hand hath 
gotten thens this wealth. Bur mark what Cloſes 
ſairh in the next verſe, 18. T how ſhalt remember 
the Lord thy God , it us hee that giveth thee pover 
to get wealth, Seeing therefore what thou haſt, 
thou haſt received from God, whatſoever the 
means and inſtruments were of conveying it 
unto thee 1s it nor molt juſt and equal, tharin 
way of thankfulneſs, thou ſhouldeſt ſet apart 


þ 


Deur.8.17, 


| 


ſome portion thereof for che poor and needy ? 

3 The Lords Day is another ſeaſonable time of 
doing works of mercy, according to the Apoſtles 
Rule and Dire&ian 5 Now concerniag the coliec- 
tron for the Saints, as I have gtyen order to the 
Churches of Galatia, even ſo do y2e. Upon the firſ? 
day of the week, , let every one of yon lay by him 191 
| |ffore. as God hath proſpered bim, Wohece by th: 
firſt day of the week is meant, the L5rds Day, on 
which che Apoſtle enjoynech tae Corrthiass to 
Lay up ſomething in ſtore ; implying thereby, thac 
rat 1s a very fit ſeaſon, nor only ro do ſuch 
Works of mercy , which are then offered unto 
us, 
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Onr Alms muſt bee given 


Deu.16.14 


Neh.$.10 


Eſth.9.22. 


us, bur alſo ro prepare for other times, 

4 Daies of T hankſgrving for ſome eminent 
mercy , are another {eaſonable time of doing 
works of Mercy. The remembring of the poor 
at ſuch times 15 expreſly commanded in Scri. 
pture ; Thow ſhalt rejoyce in thine heart , thon,| 
and thy Son, and thy Daughter, and thy Man: 
ſervant , and thy Maid: ſervant, and the Lentes, 
the Stranger, and the Fatherleſs, and the Wid 


Widdow are commanded to rejoyce on their 
daies of Feaſting,which pre-ſuppoſeth the Rich 
ens ſending portions of their gvod chear unto 
th. 2, which was the pra&ice of the people of 
God, asappeareth by that command of Neye- 
miah tothe Jews on a day of Thankſgiving; Go! 
Jour way, eat the fat, and drink, the ſweet , and 
ſend portions unto them for whom nothing 13 pre- 
pared, And their day of thankſgiving from Ha- 
mans Conſpiracy, is called a day of feaſting, and 
of ſending portions oneto another, and gifts to the 
por. And what more ſeaſonable rime can 
there bee for ſnewing mercy to the Poor, then 
when wee are bleſſing God for his manifold 
mercies vouchſafed unto us ?-- 


dow : Herethe Stranger , the Fatherleſs, the! 


5 Dates of Faſting aud Prayer , are anotner, 
ſeaſonable time of doing works of mercy. For, 
how can wee expe& that Goud ſhould ſhew 
mercy unto us in removing thoſe judgements 
which wee feel, orin preventing thoſe which 
wee fear ; if wee Will not ſhew mercy to out 
poor Brethren, who ſtand in need of our re- 
lief? In the day of our f2fling rherefore, let 
| us ar leaſtgive away ro the poor , ſo much 43 
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ſpeedily, without needleſs delay. 


ou” pena 


21 


wee ſave by our faſt, Foras St. Auſtis in one 
of his Sermons ſaith, F Then are our fats accep- 
table to God , if thy which faſt out of neceſſity, 
becauſe they want meat, bee relievea by us, 
Let this therefore bee alwaies obſerved by us , 


nor our own purſes, 


VI. Our Alms muft bee given readily and 
ſpeedily , wichour any needleſs delay ; accor- 
ding tothe counſel of the Wiſe-man,:1th-hold 
wt good from thenz , to whom ut 1s due; that 
is, With-hold notany a& of Charity from thoſe 
who ſtand in need of rhy help, T Say ot nnto thy 


Neighbour , go and come again, and to morrow 


thar ſo delayerh his helping hand, 1s nexc door 
\to him that denieth. And therefore as any oc- 
cahon offers ir ſelf unto us, let us ſpeedily 
embracethe ſame , as knowing that a ſpeedy 
over , is a double benefaRor , and the ſwifrer 
chat a benefit cometh z the ſweeter it taſtes, 
And contrariwiſe a benefit looſerh 1ts grace 
that ſticketh to his fingers who is abour ts he- 
tow ic, What then ſhall wee think of their 
charity , who put off all to their death-beds,ne- 
ver giving any thing confiderableto the Poor, 
ull they can keep: it ino longer ? theſc though 
by their /aft will and reſtamenc they give ſome- 
what to the poor, yer queſtionleſs it is agarnſ 
their wills , for could they have kept it longer, 
they would not have parted with it, - 

I ſhall defire ſuch ſeriouſly ro confider, theſe 
ix thinos ; | 


1 Thar 
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that the poor have the gain of our faſting, and | 


I will give thee , whenthou haſt it by thee , hec | 
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22 Our Alms muſt bee grwven 


4 Thar if all Rich men ſhould do thus, the | 
poor would ſoon bee | ſtarved for want || | ric 
; bread. fri 
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oh. Thar this practiſe of theirs, 1s againlt the! | ic 
| * expreſs command of God , who requireth ui | de 
| y 6-10 \rodo 000d , and to communicate out of cu; | L: 
at.5el 0, : . 
| ſtore, while wee have time and opportw| |! 
nltY. to 
| 3 Thatthey have no aſſurance of the cor-|\ſ | tl 
| tinuance of rheir wealch. For as che wiſe- mal | [+ 
. Pvar.6T, ſpeaketh , Riches many times make them(clu Wl | © 
F Alas A- | wings, they fly away as an Eagle towards Ft a 
if / qiilinas. | ven; they have Eagles wings to fly from us. And' 


| how many are there, who have out-lived aft: 
| eltate ? If God in nis diſpleaſure blaſts a mats, 


| ſubſtince ; 1t vaniſheth away in a moment. | 
1 { 4 Though their Riches ſhould continue wit) 
| them , even to their deaths, yer they bavem 
lf | aſſurance that God will give them grace ts bet 
8 liberal at their deaths, who had never the 20ct- 
| | Heſs ro bee charitable in their life-time, _ 
hf '5 Thar they have no aſſurance that Gut 
lh: will accept of their Death-bed charity : what 
(| "Wh | St. Auſtin ſpeaketh cf Death-bed Repentance, 
that :t zs ſeldeae true and hearty ; The ſame 
may I ſay of Death-bed Charity , it is felcon 
crue and rearty , but for the molt part rotten 
and Hypoctitical,proceeding from ill grounds, 
| aS Vaineglory, conceic of merir, and the 
| like. | 
| 6 That they have no aſſurance of the erye' 
| performance of their will., - chat rhe poor ſball 
bee tie betrer for what is thereby given them-| 
For how many Execatours have proved molt 
mY 


te ee 


| ſhalt open thine hand wide unto thy Brother, tothy| 
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ſpeeatly, without needleſs aclay. 


unfaithful torheir truſts, whereby many cha-| 
ricable gifts have been clean perverted. Andif 
friendsbee ſo unfairhful,ro us in our life-time; 
how can we bur queſtion their fidelity after our 
deaths? Oh therefore that all , whom the 
Lord hath blefled with an eſtate , would in 
their life time become their ' own Admmiſtra- 
tours , making ( as one ſaith ) their ow# hands 
their Executors, and their owz ejes their Overe 
ſeers. For queſtionleſs that chariry which 1s ex- 
erciſedin a mans life time is the beſt, and moſt 
acceptable nnto God, | 

VII. Our Alms muſt bee bonntiful, and [1- 
beral , giving out proportionably to what the 
Lord hathgiven unto us. ' This is implyed 1n 
chat command of God to his people , T hou 


poor , and to thy needy tn the Laxd; thatis, 
thou ſnalt give.unto him bounrifully and libe-| 


rally. And our Apoſtle here in the Text,would! 


enjoy ; For anto whomſoever much 1s given , of 
him mich ſhall bee required. And therefoe the 


have rich men charged to bee rich in good works,!, x; c. | 
even as God hath grven them all things richlyts| 8, 


ſame Apoſtle adviſerh the Coriathians to give , 
| as God hathproſpered them : To whom God hath 
 1ven little of this worlds goods , of them hee 
| requirerh bur lirrle, but ro whom he hath given 
much , of them hee requireth much Ric! 


Deu.15.21 | 


Luk. 12.48 
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men therefore muſt' not onely give a portion 


| of their wealth tothe relief of ochers, but al- 


{oin ſome fir proportion to their eſtate, 


Queſt, If anyſha!l ak what is that portion 
| C4 or 
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What proportion of eſtate 


2 Ccr.9.7. 
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jor proportton of eſtate, which rich men ought to 
ſet a part for Charitable nſes? 

Anſw, It 1s an hard marcer to determine the 
quantity and proportion of mens charity, the 
Scripture being filent herein, leaving this to 
| the diſcrerion and ingenuity of the Þrudenc 
| Chriftian. Asthe Apoltle ſpeakerh » every mas 
according as hee purpoſeth ta his heart, ſo let him | 

we, Oc. A certain quantity is not ſet hin, 
[hat 1 is left to the free purpoſe of his own heart, 
Bur yeritbough rhe Scripture giveth us no 


| 


forth many preſs zdents for our imitation; as that 
iof Jacob, wioin teltimony of his thankful- 
neſs unto God for what hee ſhould beſtow up- 
on him , Vowed the centh pare thereof unto 
God for pious and charitable uſes. 4nd Jacob 
vowed a vow unto God, ſa ning » of all that thou! 
| ſhalt give mee, 1 will '(wrely giue the tenth unto 
thee. Of Cornelius itis recorded , that hee gave. 
{auch Alms, And the Macedomans are highly: 
' commended, for their great bounty, and large | 
| contributions. Theſe examples are left upen 


. \ſpeaketh , whatſoever things were written afore- 
time , were written for our learning , and for our! 
| «dox1tzon, 50 that though the quantity of our | 
Alms, how much wee ſhould ove, 15 not 
j expreſly ſer down; yer this wee finde both cem- 
' :anded and commended , by precepts and pre- 
dents , inthe Scripture , that we give (beral- 
! ly and bountsfully in ſome fir proportion roour 
{ eflates ; rhat if we be rich in this worlds goods, 
' wee ſhould then bee rich 3 in good works; ſo#- 
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jUirect precept 1n this particular z it tholdeth 


record for our imitation. - For as the Apolile | 
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| ing liberally , that ſo wee may reap liberally. 
Now that our Alms may bee liberal, it muſt * 
be fitted ro two things , viz, | 
x The Neceſſity of the Receiver, 
2 The Ability of the Giver. 
That in our giving Wwe ſhould have reſpe& to 
the need and neceſſity of our Brother ; The 


Lay isclear , which ſaith, /f there bee among 


|z Cor.g.6 | 


yous a foor man of one of thy Brethren , thou ſhalt | g 


open thy hand wide unto h'm, and (halt grve him 
| ſufficient for his need, in that which hee waxteth. 
| That wee ſhould likewyſe have reſpect to our 
| 9208 Ability, the Apoſile S. Perer is as clear , 
where hee ſaith, If any man miniſter , let him 
do it as of the Ability which God grveth , that 1s, | 
let every onegive with reſpe& to his owneſtate 
and ability, Notwithſtanding 1n caſes of ur- 
gent neceſſity, and great extremicy, wee are to | 
rain our ſelves even above our ability 
Here ic may not bee impertinent to anſwer 
anorher queſtion (for I reſolve ro contrive all 
| Thave to deliver upon this ſubje& into this | 
| plain and eahe method) and rhat 15this. 


| Queſt. How many waies may rieh men exer- 
' ciſetherr charity? 

, tn ſuch a way as direcHy tends to the worſhip of 
| Ged,, the advaneement of Religion, the ſalvation 
of mens ſouls; which I may nor unfitly term, 
\ A ſpiritnal Charity, | 
R And this may &lſo bee done ſeveral waies, 
| [NS 


1 By contributing towards the planting and 


Anſw. 1 Bylaying out a portion of thar eflate| 


Deur.1547 | 


1 Pcrg4e11 


en propa- | 
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{ Rom.1.16, the Preaching of the Word , being the ordina- 


| ſmall , through the covgrouſneſs of Impropria« | 


| buted amongſt poor Children. From my own 


propagating the Goſpel where it hath not bees, A 


| work ſer on foot by divers in New-England ,\ 


bur chiefly carried on by the charity of well- | 
diſpoſed people here in Old-England, | 
2 By ſetting up, and maintaining of Leftures;| 


ry means appointed by God for the bringing of 
{inners to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, whow 
to know 15 life eternal. 

3 By adding tothe Mmaintenauce of ſuch ſetled 


Preachers , whoſe pains are great , and mean; | 


cors , Who 1ngroſs to themſelves what doth 
more properly belong ro the Miniſter, 

4 By maintaining of poor Schollars at the| 
Univerſity in reference to the work of the Mini- 
fery , that ſothere may bee a continual ſupply 
of learned , Godly, and Orthodox Miniſters , 
for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, 

5 By beſtowing of Bibles: on poor Children , 
whereby through the care of their Parents, they 
may be acquainted with the knowledge of the hr- 
ly Scriptures, which are able to make them wiſe 
#nto ſalvation, Memorable is the pious gift of 
Sir John Fenner, who by his laſt will gave fixc 
pounds per annum to ſeveral out-pariſhes 1n 
Lonaon, for the buying of Bibles, ro bee diftri- 


experience I can ſay, that this gift hath occa- 
fioned many pocr people to reach their chil- 
dren to read, thatſo they might bee capable 
of choſe Bibles, which are to bee given onely 
coſuch as canin ſome meaſure read. 


6 Byerefling of Country-Schoo!s, and endow- 


How many waies may Rich men 


ing 


—— ——____— 


Fw 


| exerciſe their Chartty. T7 1 
ing them with ſome competent maintenance , 
for teaching of poor mens children , who have 
not wherewithall to pay for their ſchooling 3 
which will bee a ſpecial means not only to flr- 
ther their civil, bur likewiſe their ſpiricual educa- 
cion. For thereby they will bee made mor? ca- 
pable of Divine inſtruction, Experience teach- 
eth us how ineffeRual the moſt powerful Mini- 
fry is upon an ignorant and unlearned Congre- | | 
oation, Queftionleſs therefore the erecting of | Docere ſm- 
Country-ſchools is a work of charity, more no- cparnga ef . 
ble in it ſelf , more acceptable unto God, and paſeere w— | 
more beneficial ro rhe Kingdome , than the | ,4;z.29,4. 
building of Alms-houſes, who are too ofcen hl- | queſt. 32, 

led with ſwarms of idle drones. Bur rthougn b” 
this Spiritual Charity is queſtionleſs the more 
excellent, as tending to a mote excellenc object, 
namely,the ſouls of our neighbours, yet the bo- 
dies: of our neiohbours muſt bee cared for as 
well as their ſouls : Our Charity therefore 
muſt alio extend ro them, and in this kinde 1t 
may be praQiiſed and expreſſed, BY 

II, Bya free and liberal giving to therelief of | 
thoje who are in waii , of which 1 have already 
largely ſpoken, 

III, By a ready leading to ſuch , as being 1n a 
Calling ,wast flock, , or other means to help them- 
| ſelves in their Trades, This Duty of lending we f 
finde expreſly commanded both in the Law , and 
1 the Goſpel ; inthe Law, 2s in the place before 
quoted 3 Tho ſhalt open thine hand wide to thy | . 
| poor Brother y and ſhalt ſurely lend hims ſufficient ; 

for us need, 1m that which hee wantech, Tc. In] Lik.s.3 5: 
rhe Goſpel, Lend (ſaith our Saviour) looking for | 
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nothing againz thatis , lend nor only ro ſuch 
from whom you may hope by reaſon of their a- 
bility ro receive your own again; bur alſo to 
ſuch, as by reaſon of their poverty may per 

haps never bee able to repay you. The Pſalm} 
makerh this a note of a r1ghteons and 4 good 
may ,. that hee is ever meraful and lendeth; that 
he ſheweth favour and Iendeth, Where we ſee it 
is ſer down , asthe property of ſuch a man, 
that hee is ready to lend to the poor, to ſuch 


wuihourt hope of galn, 

This Duty belongerh eſpectally roRich men, 
becauſe the occaſions of him that would bor: 
row, uſually require more than meaner perſons 
can well ſpare, they can berter give a penny 


oether , would bee more beneficial ro him, 
chan it may bee togive him half as much; there 


Charity, to be exerciſed this way, and it 1s pe- 
culiar to rich men, who have1t by them where» 
withal co dolt, 


their Charity , 6y forgiving a debt , im caſethe 
borrower be not able to repay it, 

There b&e many who by the help of that 
which is lentthem 4 God bleſſing their pains 


(in the imploymenc thereof , are able ro repay 


what is lent. If there were not hope thereof > 
men would rather give than lend to ſuch. 


their care and pains in their Calling, rhrive 
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as Rand inneed of his help, and char freely, 


| 51 
| TV. Rich men may and ought to expreſ; 


| 
| 


Bur there are others, who, norwithſtanding | 


\ 


| 


| 


| 


is therefore a noble and very generous a of 


{ 


than lend a pound ; though in many caſes the | 
[lending our brother a conſiderable ſumm to- | 


YR O— 


exerciſe thur charity ? 


os 
not ; orby ſome accident ſuffer ſuch loſs and 
damage » as they are not able to repay what 
they have borrowed, In ſuch caſes Creditors 
are bound to forgive (atleaſtto forbear) their 
| debtors. This is the 1ntendment of that charge, 
| Lend hopwg for nothing .again. To take this 
paraſe ſimply, 1s to alter the nacure of lending, 
and to turnit into giving. Herein lyeth the 
difference betwixt Lending, and Giving. Lend- 
1ng 15on conditionto have again that Which is 
lent, or at leaſt the worth of it ſome other way : 
Grugg.is free, without any ſuch condition. 
ThaSWMivice of Chriſt,to lexd hoping for nothing 
again ; hath reſpe& to the minde of the lender, 
that hee ſhould not have his minde wholly and 
onely upon the repaying of what hee lendeth ; 
but on the need of his brother. Hee is not ſim- 
ply ro lend, becauſe hee is perſwaded he ſhall 
loſe nothing, bur have his own 2gain. He is to 
lend, becauſe hee doth rherein great kindneſs 


to his brother, who ſtands in much need there- | 
of, 


The Greek, word propertly fignifieth ro deſ- 
pair,, andſo it may here bee taken ; as if hee 
had ſaid , when your Brother hath need to bor- 
row , lend, though bis caſe bee ſuch that you e- 
ven deſpair of receiving it again, though you 
run ſome hazard of loofing the principal, 

If therefore it fo fall out, that the debtor 
bee nor able torepay whar hee borrowed, for- 
give it him. Hee lends hoping for nothing a- 
gain, Who1s willing to forgive, in caſe the 
neceſſity of the borrower require it, This was it 
which Nehemiah enoyned the rich Jews-Excel- 
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ring the pledee when the debt was n 


MAoba ' Was an evidence of remitring the debr, 
(NoEevies 


lencly dorh our Lord preſs this Duty in the pa- 
rable of the two Creditors , where wee havea 
commendable pattern of a certain King, that 
in ſuch a caſe forgave a great debt ; and of the 
ſore revenge hee executed on one of his ſer- 
vants, becauſe hee did not in like manner 
fore1ve his fellowsſervants. 
In the Old-Teftamenc it 1s commended to 
us under the phraſe of reſtoring the pledge. A 
pledge was a pawn left by a debtor with his cre» 
ditor , for aarancs to repay the debt. Reſto- 
wid, 


V. By Hoſpitality, which confiſterh not {c 
mnch in a loving entertainment of kindred , 
friends, and neighbours, as of ſtrangers; as the 
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word in the Greek importeth, 


This 1s that hoſpitality 3 Which is both com- 
manded and commended to us in the holy 
Scriptures, Ir is commanded in thoſe known 
Przceprs of the Apolile St. Pant, Rom 12, 13. 
Be gryen to Hoſpitality, and bee not forgetful to 
entertaia ſtrangers, Heb, 13, 2. Which is as 
much as to ſay , Forget not Hoſpitality, which 
!s an entercaining of ſtrangers. And the A- 
polt'e Sainr Peter commands the faichful co 
whom hee writes, to #ſe hoſpitality without 
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grtdg ing or repiming, 
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exerciſe their Charity 
" It is commended to us in the praRice of Gods 
people ; as of Abrabaws , of whom ir is recor*| G.q,18.1, | 
ded, that he ate at his Tent door looking and] z, 
waiting as It were for ſtrangers to entertain 

chem; and ſo ſoon as he ſaw three men, whom]. | 
he took for ſuch, he ran to invice them, And 

of Lot, that as he ſate in the gate of Sodom, he 

ſaw two Whom hee conceived to bee ftrangets , 

them hee exceedingly prefſed to turn mo IY5] Geg,1 9.3, 
honſe, where hee made them. a feaſt, And of the | 
Shunamite woman , and her husband, who 
ſhewed themſelves hoſpitable ro che Propher 
El:(ha,as oft as he paſſed by their houſe. We have] , Kin 4s. | 
Jobs teſtimony of himſelf, The ſfrauger ſaid he, 
aid not loage in the ſtreets,but I opened my door | Job 31532 
to the traveller; which wordsſer our Jobs great 
hoſpirality, who kept open houſe for all paſſen- 
oers. In thoſe dates there was no common Inn 
for the entertainment of Strangers, andrheres ; 
-Ifore they muſt have lyen out of doors , if ſome 
0d men had nor entertained them. 

Having ſuch and ſo many preſidents of hoſ- | 
pitality , let ns ftrive co follow them , labou-| |} 
ring to write afcer their Copy,knowing aſſured- | 
ly that our labour of love and coſt therein ſhall | 
not bee in vain, For I may truely ſay, itis a 
fruitful, and gainful courſe of liberality, never 
did any loſe by it. Some hereby have entertained 
Avgels, asthe Apoſile ſpeaketh ; Bee wot for-|Heb.13. 2. 
eefal to entertain SFrangers , for thereby ſome 
have entertained Angels #naware, In ſetting 
down this recompeace the Apoſtte hath an eſpe- 
clal reſpeC& unto two inſtances, .one of Abra- 
hans , the other cf Lot. 
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How many waies may Rich men 


Angels came to both theſe» in the appear- 
ance of men, whom they knew not, which 
| ſheweth Gods high account of this Duty, in| 

chat once and again he ſent Angels, to ſuch as|' 
were ready to entertain ftrangers. 

Yea, we may entertain Chriſt himſelf, and 
indeed inevery entercainment of a poor godly| 
ſtranger, Chriſt himſelf is entertained, And 
therefore in the great ' day of Judgement, wee 
read thar Chriſt. puts in this good work by 
Mat.25.35| Dame 3 I was aftranger and ye took mee mn ; Je- 
ſus Chriſt is a ſtranger 1n his members. 

In ſacred Scriptures wee finde ſeveral others 
rewarded for their Hoſpitality ; as 

. Rebeckah for her courtefie to Abrahams ſer- 
vant , a meer ſtranger to her, was rewarded 
| with precious gifts and a good Husband. The 
Shenamites Hoſpitality ro the Propher , was 
recompenced with giving her aSoty and reſto- 
ring him to life. The Widdow of Sareptahs hoſ- 
pitality ro the Prophet Eltjah, in receiving 
| himinco her houſe in a great famine, was re- 
warded with preſerving andincreafing her meal 
' Kino... | 3nd Oyle , for it is expreſly ſaid, rhar her bar- 

"9; rel of meal waſted not , neither did her cruſe of 

| onle fail , wntil the Lord ſent plenty of food. 
Gains his hoſpirality rowards Sr. Paul in re- 
;ceiving him into his houſe , was recompenced 
| {with anhonourable Teftimony, which bor St. 
3 Jo.5-6- Paul and St. John gave of him. 

Obj. Some may obje& and ſay, Inſtead of 
a Godly man I may happily entertain ſome dil= 
ſembling Hypocrite , and ſo loſe both my git: 


Tandreward ? | 
| Anſw, 
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exerciſe theer charity ? © © 
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| Anſw, 1 Out chatity ought to hope the beſt 
of every one';' of whom wee have no-evidenc 


|proof, or'pteſumprion to the comraty.* * = 
2 If wee receive a diſtreſſed Miniſter , in 
the'Name of a Miniſter of Chriſt, or Privare |. . 


ditre{gd Chriſttan, inthe name of a Righte- 
ous man z ſuppoſing him tro belong to Chriſt 
ler him bes what hee will, wee ſhall netther 
ole gife , -nor reward, 'Chriſt hath undercaken 
che paimenc thereofs ib hh 
V. Rich men may and ought in ſome caſes to 
expreſs their Charity ,- even byſellmg what they 
have , for the relief of others ,'' according to. 
char of our Saviour-, Sell that yee - have and 
we Alms, - 


—_ ES > 11] 

Anſw, x When they are extraordinarily called 
thereunto , as hee that asked Chriſt , whathee | 
ſhould do to inherit ecernal life > Chrift ſaid 
unto him, Sell whatſoever thow haſt, and; give to | 
the poor, That which the 4poſiles did 11 leaving 
therr (allings to follow Chriſt , was equivalent ; 
roſelling their poſſeſſions. . 

2 When they have defrauded and oppreſſed 0- 
thers , and are rebuked for that fin , or others 


ought to teſtifie the truth of their repentance, 

by a full reſtitution, though ic bee by parting. 
with their poſſeſſion, Thus did the Jews afer., 
their captivity reſtore to their poor Brethren, whons | 


they had oppreſſed with Uſary , their lands and 


their houſes, &'c. The inſtance of Zachers Like 19. 


D 


_— — oh 
— —___—____*_—_e 


lf. 


Yager 


$i. 


———_— mm 
. 


Queſt, Ir what caſes muſt rich men ſell their 
eftates , or auypart of them for the relief of 0- 


Wiſe brought ro repentance for the ſame , my} 


__ ſendernt 


| Cor.13, 
Te 
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Matk 10. 
19.20. | 
Mar. 19.27 


Nehem. 5. 
Ily\Þde | 
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In what caſes muſt Rich men ſell © 
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« [perſons in che Church , \ as the ſuper fluity of ju 
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\ | bronght 11 Ye rices of the things that were ſold, aul 


| what extraordinary , do-not patronize the Plz 
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givethe half of his goods x6,;the poor. | 


| bution was made unto every man according as | 


| ronical and famliftical conceit. of Communic 


tendeth alſorto this purpoſe,, who promiſed to 


Fl 


3 Whenthere are. ſuch a multitude of indigen 
As are rich , ts nos ſufficient to relieve thers, 11 
this caſe, Chriſtians in the primitive Chg tha 
mere aſl or8.of lands, 07 houſes, ſold. them au 


- 


laid them. down. at the: Apoſtles feet, and diſtri 
had need,.-.-: £5 4 


T heſe particular caſes,being all of them ſom- 


1 
1 


of Goods, 6 

Which fond miſtake of theirs , theſe argu- 
ments amongſt others, way ſufficiently con. 
fure, and evince propriety in lands and poſſe; 
tons tobe lawful now inthe uhes of che Goſ 
' I Inthoſe very times wherein Chriſtians 
for viſe ,- had all things common, Sto Peter ei- 
preſly.ſaithro Ananias concerning the Lands 
which hee ſold, whilſt it remained, was it mt 
thine own ? and after it was ſold, was ut not in 
thine own power? Hereby it 18 manifeſt, that men 
then had a propriety-in Goods and Lands. 
2: The duties preſcribed ro Rich men in the 
| words of my Text, to do good, to bee read) it 
diſtribute , and willing to communicate , prove 


3 The many admonitions to pay Devts,to: 
vive tribute, and perforin other like Duties 


| uſt:ce;; do imply a propriety of Goods, | 
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their eſtates for the relief of others, 


prove as much, For men may not lend, nor ſell 
chat wherein they have not a propriety. 


5 Inhibitions againſt Realing , and againft 


all kinde of injuſtice preſuppoſle a propriery. 

Thus have I done with the ſeventh property , 
requiſite to the right manner of giving Alms ; 
which is bounty and liberality , whereon I 
have ſomewhat the longer inſiſted, becauſe tr is 
the principal ching intendedin my Text , That 
they which are rich tn this worlds goods, beerich 
in good porks, I ſhall addbut one more, 
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4 Exhortations alſo to Lend, and to yell Luk a5; 
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ch.11.41, 


Eph. 4.38. 
I Thel,4.6 


Plains. 
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"ſed groing, is the worſt kinde of loſing. | 


perſons, ſeveral portions, according to their 
need. When mention is made of a prudent , 
diſcreet, relieving the poor, ir is rhus expreſſed; 
Difiribution was made unto every man according 
as hee had need. | 

Forthe berrer performing this due Jiſcre- 
tion in our Charity, ler theſe rules following 
be obſerved ? 
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' Our Alms muſt bee given 


i Tim. 5+$, 


TOY ol- 
ON 
X£IGVv, 


1 T:m. 5. 
16. 


x Firſt they are before others to bee reliey- 
ed , over whom wee have an eſpeclal charge, 
as they who are of our houſhold ,' of our own 
houſe and family, as Wife , Children , and 
Servants ? For as che Apofle ſpeaketh , If ay 
provide not for his own , and eſpecially for thoſe 
of his own howſe , he hath denyed the faith , and 
is worſe than an Infidel. 
2 In our charity wee ought to have a ſpecial 
reſpe& unto our poor kindred, for of thoſe is 
the fore-mentioned place ( 1 Tim. 5.8.) to 
bee underſtood, where the word in the Greek, 
cranſlaced Houſe, is rendered kizdred in the 
Marein of your Bibles. For the ſcope of the A» 
polile is to free the Church from unneceſlaty 
charges, and to that end doth impoſe the care 
of providing for poor kindred,upon ſuch of their 
Relations as -were able. 


Gal.6.10, 


3 They areto bee relieved , who are of the 
Congregation, or Pariſh,whereof we are mem- 
bers , eſpectally they who dwell near nncous, 
In regard that wee may beſt know their 
Wants. 

4 They whom we have juſt cauſe to believe, 
thar they are of che houſhold of Faith. For 
wee may judge them to bee true in their words; 
and beleeve their wants are ſuch as they des} 
clare them robee. Now amoneſt the godly, 
ſuch are eſpecially to bee relieved , and to bee 
preferred in our charity , Who are impriſoned, 
or otherwiſe ſuffer for Chriſt , and the Goſpels 
ſake ; For Chriſt in a ſpecial manner is relieved! 
in the perſons of ſuch, as h!mſelf will acknow- 
ledge art the Day of Judgement , when he will 


pro: 
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orudently, with diſcretion. 
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pronounce that bleſſed ſentence of abſolucion: 
co ſuch merciful men 3 Come ee bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you; For 
I was an hungred and yee gave mee meat, 1 was 
thirſty, and ye gave me drink, I was a ſtranger, 
and ye took mein; I was inpriſon , and ye came 
unto me, Ic, © | | 

5 They whom we diſcern co ſtand in need 
of preſenr ſuccour , though they be meer ſtran- 
oers, Whom wee never ſaw or knew before. 
Hereof wee have a worthy pattern ſer before us 
inthe 900d Samaritan, A 

6 They who are in Priſon , or fick, or any 
other wales reſtrained from making their wants 
known unto others. 

7 They of wooſe piety , poverty , and ne- 
ceſfiry, credible teſtimony 1s brought” unto us 
thongh wee ſee them not our ſelves, Thus ma- 
Ny fiche Chriſtian Geztzles, ſenc relief rorhe 


| 


Mar,2 5.34 


Luk. 0:3} 


QC. 


Mar.25.36 


Churches at Jeruſalem upon the Apoſtles mak- 
ing known their wants. FE To 
In theſe and other like caſes we ought to ex- 
rend our Charity according to -the- neceſſity of 
thoſe whom wee relieve; and our obvn” ability, 
And nor think ir enough togive a few ſcrap&of) 
breadand mear,or ſome halt- pennies or pence, 
ro common beggars at our doors, 'or in the 
treets. This kinde of Alms favourech more of | 
vain outward Oſtentation, rhan of true 1nvard| 
Compaſſion «- And ic more beſeems proud 
Phariſees Y than kamnble Caoriftians, A cihart- | 
rable-Chriſtian ordinarily giveth more to one 
whoſe diſtreſſed caſe hee knows , or is credibly 


made known unco him, than theſe Phariſees do| 
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 Thether common Beggars 


' many beggars at many times. - 
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Pan all giving to common beggars , as Bulay- 
al? | Fo | | 
' © Avſw, For anſwer to this Queſtion, we mul 
diſtinguiſh of common beggars;ſome are ſtrong 
and luſty , able co work , and yet areſo lazie,' 
raat they will not work , bur would live by. the 
ſwear of other mens brows, . Others again are 
weak and 1mportenc , unable rowork through 


| like. 


Queſt. But jow'l ſay, do yee then utterly con- 


O 


age , ſickneſs, lameneſs, blindneſs, or rhe 


Theſe latter are fir obje&s of charity » and} 
therefore ought to bee relieved, Bur the for- 


| mer ſort of Begears, namely , the ſtrong and' 


luſty, who are able to work , but will not: 


through lazineſs , are no fit objeas of charity, | 


and therefore it is no work of charity to relieve | 
ſuch ; For - = 
1 Their trade of life is no warrantable call-| 
Ing. Itis a d'ſorderly walking , which is expre-: 
fly raxed by che Apoſtle , for ſaith hee, When | 
wee were mth you, this wee commanded yourthat 
if any wonld not work., neither ſhould hee cat, For | 
wee heay that there are ſome which walk, among | 
you diſorderly, working not- at all, Ir cannot; 
bee ſaid of thoſe, As the Lord hathcalled eve- 
ryene, (0 lethim walk ; or , let every man a- 
biden the ſame calling wherein hee was called. 
God hath called none to ſucha crade. | 
2 They are as drones in an hive, of Bees; 


rhey live of the labours of others,” but bring in 
nothing to the ſock, as all the -other Bees do, 
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ys ought to bee relieved. :: 
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They are as barren Trees, which receive ſap 
from the earch , but yeild no fruit ; 'unptofi- 
rable burrhens of che earch, whoſe ſad doom yee 
may read, Luke 13.7. SET; 
3 Many of themare of no particular Church, 
nor of any civil ſociety, but out of all Govern» 
mentin Church and State, In this and the 
former reſpe& they may juſtly bee (tiled Ch:/- 
dren of Belial, without yoak« | 
. 4 They with-hold, - and in a manner rob the 
ſtare wherein they dwell , of cheir labour and 
pains. The State or' Kingdonte 1s as a body , 
all that dell therein are as ſomanyme mbers ; 
now nature teacherh.every meniber todo ſome- 
what for the benefit of the whole. Theſe do- 
ing norhing thereto, {in againſt ' the light of 
Nature, £ ea Roden og | 
5 They who are truely poor ſhall by this 
means bee neglected and ſcanteil , whilſt theſe 
lazy drones devour that which of right belons- | 


Y 


eth unto them. 0 | | "1 
6 They are a- grear fcandal and ſhame to| 
the Government of the Nation wherein they 
are, For their courſe of life impliech rhar no 
000d proviſion is made for the poor ; nor order 
taken to ſer ſuch as are able rowork, and to re- 
leve ſuch as are 1mporent.' Now it 15a great 
ſin to bee a ſhame to ones own Counttys 
Their kinde of hfe is ſenſual and bruiriſh; 
for as brures they ſpend all their daies inſeek- 
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Ing food for their bodies. 

From hence ir followeth, that they who re» 
lieve ſuch, make them{elves acceſlary tothe 
fore-mentioned (ins. 
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z 40 whether. Commun obepgars | 


| | | There are ſome allegations made for: reteiy- 
ing ſuch ; bur they-are "undue allegations.,' and 
may eaſily bee anſwered ; The IT: of then 
#15 this» 7 
1 Chriſt amd tO give to every Man 
EY a | that acketh thee. £ ; 
Anſ. To this I anſwer char hat Pant IS to 
bee taken in reference to a falſe Poſition of the 
|Phariſees, which wasthis , that their Conntry- 
| {men and friends only were their Neighbours, ( 
whom by .tye Law they. vere bound to love, 
| if Thar this was: their,opinion , isevident byrhis 
cheir gloſs on the Law; Then ſhalt leve thy ne:gh- 
| bour , and hate thine enemy, Andby the'Para- 
; ble which Chriſt producerh ro demonftrate to 
| che Lawyer who was his Neighbour, In oppoli- 
[Lion co that falſe dogrine, Chriſt commandsto 
' 29,30-&c, | £396, Not to friends only, but to every aye © $0 
| as the ſcope of that precept 1s, totake away re- 
1 ſpeR of perſons in Alms-giving: : that we ſhoulc' 
| not reftrain this duty of Charity co Country- 
men, kindred, and friends ; bur extend ir alſoto' 
rangers, enemles, and to every one, thatbeing | 
in need crave it of us. *] 
2 A ſecond Alleyation 1s, That man) beg- 
' gars may periſh if they bee not relewwed. 
Anſ. Incaſe of neceſſity they may and muſt 
| bee releived, either ar doors,in-ſtreets, or other 
like places, where cheir neceſſity is manifeſted, | 
{ Neceſſity (as wee ſpeak) hath no Law. Ir diſ- | 
pences wich ordinary Rules. Inſtance that, 
which Chriſt produced concerning Dawid. Hee 
| entred into the Houſe of Ged,and did ear the ow 
i br cad,which was net lawful, 
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ourht to bee reletved ? 
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| Thave done with the' Qzeſtion allotted rome, 
oive me leave to add a few words,for the more 
profitable preſſing this moſt neceſſary,but much 
negle&ed Duty of-Chatity ; I ſhall diſpatch 
'my intendment herein. - - FO RTIO 
' « By ſhewing you by what means you may 
 obtainthis Grace,: -- © 
' 2 Give you ſome Motives to quicken you 
'up'to aconſcionable- performance of the works 
| of 106: ++ *.- +:5S;\ 

\ The meansare tneſe. 

1 Meditation , ſeriouſly meditate” 


the Lords expreſs charge and-command , unto 


| ove. you but two or three pugofs, 'Deat. t 5.11. 


 andexceeding pertinency of it to this purpoſe. 
Saith.che Lord to his people thete's The poor 
| ſhall: vever ceaſe out of the Land ; Therefore [ 


| command thee ,” ſaying”, thouſhalt open thy hana 
' wide wnto thy brother, to thy poor, and tothy neeay| 


| inthe Land; that is , thou ſhalt give unto hin! 
; freely and hountifutly. And ſaith aut Saviourin 
| the New Teftament'; G:ve to him that aiketh 
| thee, and from him that would berrow of thee turs 
| #0 thou away, And ſaith the Apoſtle,To do good, 
| and to communicate forget notsfor with ſuch ſacrt- 
| fices God 1s well pleaſed; in which words hee 
' preflerth the Duty with a forcible Mocrive ; for 
; Who would not do that which is well-pleaſing 


era 


| 


I Of the Neceſſity of it, which ariſerh from!) 
which wee are bound'ro yeild obedience. Ir 1s|, 
often commanded -both in the. Oldand New: 
| Teltament.- That 4 may. not bee tedious, I ſhall | 


A place I often: mentioned for. the excellency Si 


unto 


| 
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"Means. preſcnibed v7 
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_ unto God ? whois boungiful in rewarding the 
|leatt good we do upon 


bis-command, | 
This duty of Alms-giving being fo. expreſly 
commanded in Scripture, it15 not in our power 


£0 ofiit or negle& the ſame; neither can. any 
creature give us a diſpenſation againſt vhe 
| Creators command. A Prophet Rtilerh 6nuiſion 
of char Which God enjoynerh ro bee done (yea 
chough chat omiſſion were bur in part, and thr 
.upon a fair pretence) Rebellion , which is as the 


ſom of witchcraft, and ſtubbornneſs, which 18 as ini- 


| quity,avd idolatry. Againſt him who failed in per- 


forming the charge en;oyned him ( rhangh hee 
were a King ) this doom ts denounced , ' becauſe 


alſo rejetied thee from being King. In like man- 
ner: may. God rejeR ſuch as negle& this Duty 
of Charity, when hee calls themro ic , from be- 
ing Kiffgs, .and reigging in Heaven. Wee have 


423.43 

preſly commanded in che holy Scriptures,it can- 
bicrary, left ro a mans own will, to give or not 
ro. give, Bur it is a bounden duty , which they 


rhat in any competent meaſure can do , mul 
not omit, which conſideration cannot but bee a 


' | Krong incitation unto us » to make conſcience 
j of this Dury of Alms-giving 


o , as occaſion 1s of- 
fered, and not toover-ſlip opporcuniries., that 
by the Divine providence are offered unto us. 
Should wee negle& that which our Lord hath ex- 
PEeny commanded ? that whereunto by vertue 

of 
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thou haſt. rejefted the Werd of the Lord , bee hath 


3 manifeſt inſtance thereof , - Math. 25, 41, 
| > Nowthe giving of Alms being a Duty ſo ex- 


not. therefore be accounted a matter meerly ar-| 


"Ul _ 


bod 


whereby wee mey be Charitable, 


of that command wee ire bound ? that whereof 
wee are to give anaccount ? Ler us upon the 
Lords commands do whar. in this kinde we can : 
| And when wee have done what we can, ſay, 

Wee are unprofitable ſervants., wee have done what | 
| 9.45 0HY duty to ds. ret in IS art gf Sos 
2 Of the Eqmniy of this Duty of - Alms g1v- 


{wherewichaJl, ſhonld give to him that hath net, 
dence, and alſo from the inſtability of mans 
ſtate and condirion, .___ . OECD 

1 God for this end gives more to.ſome than 
|coorhers, that they who have more abandance, 
ſhould give out of their abundance rethem who 
are in want, This was typically Conified by 
the Gathering of Marra, i which though it were 
rained down from Heaven ; yer the Lord wauld 
not allow,that they who bad gathered much, e- 
| ven more than was needful-for themſelves, and 
{their houſhold, ſhould hoard up their ſuperfluity, 


- 


bundance-to-ſuch as had notenaugh. The:Wwhich 
the Apoſtle: appliech to the-giving. of Alms our 
| of our- abundance to thoſe. who want; which hee 
filech equality. | 5 FEI OL VES WI 9 PIPING 
2 Mansftate is ſo variable , as hee who now: 
bath, may.quickly want" and 16 want.debre to: 
bee ſuccoured by ſuch as have, Ir is thereupon 
| moſt equal;! that.they who would bee ſuccoured 
intheit need, Ghould beewilling to ſuccour the 
need of others. This equiry-doth Chriſt himſelf 
pres ; all things whatſorver you would that men 
ſhould ds to you, do yee even ſo to them. And as 2 


mt... II. 
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ling. It isa moſt equal thing, thar hee io 22th 


| The equity -ariſerh borh-from the divine-prov1- | | 


2 


| but enjoyned them tacommunicate.of their a- | 
2 Cor. 8. . 


Luk.17e16 


| 


14. 
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ground} 


44 Means preſeribed whereby 1 


;ground co enforce this the further, hee addeth,' 
for this 3s the Law and the Prophets. Hereby im- 
| plying, that his do&rine is contained 1n the 
Law and the Prophets; burrhar is nor all, cheſe 
p | words, this is the Law and the Prophets, intend! 
| that the ſum of rhe law and the prophets con- 
| fitterh therein ; and the main ſcope of them 
| rendech thereunto; namely, ſo far as they con- 
i rain the duries of man ro man, So evident is 
| | the equity hereof even by the light of nature, 


| as the very heathen who wanted the light of 
Gods word, diſcernedit, Well therefore might 
| 'the Apclile enforce this duty. of Charity upon 
 Hicb. 13.3. his round thus, Remember then that are in 
| | bonas, as bound withthem, that 1s, bee helpful to 
| | l others which cannot help themſelves, as you 
| would have others afford ſuccour unto you, if 

; | you were ſuccourleſs.' | | 
| 3 Meditate. of the manifold fiugular benefits 
| which do follow and a:company a conſcionable per- | 

B {formance of this duty; For thereby wee diſcharge 
| our duty to God, who-trequirerh it atour hands, 
_ - [andas a conſequent” thereof wee ſhall glorific 

| | God, for ic cends much ro'his praiſe and gloty , 
| [when-infuch-works:as himſelf hath command- 
£d , his children reſtifie their obedience and 


thankfulneſs.; and therefore ſaith our Saviour, 
| Toh. 15.8, Herein ismy Father glorified , If ee bring forth 


- 
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| wech frac; | | 

| And by-our Charity, as wee ſhall Grace and | 

| Adorn'our holy profeſſion, ſo wee ſhall Rop the 
[1 . mouths of wicked men, -from ſpeaking any evil 
F) [of us or of our profeſſion ; for how are men. 

| apr eo ſpeak of us, and of our profeſſion , - 
cord- 
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> O— —— ours n—_—_—_T CCI maths Ina - 


- 


A 
J_— 


| 


wee may bee Charitable. 
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cording to the fruits wee bring forth, and the 
00d Works Which wee do. 
And as wee ſhall thereby comfort, and make 


gladrhe hearts of the poor and diftrefled, ſo 
wee ſhall refreſh our own ſouls, 1n that our 


{works of Charity will evidence our fruits ro bee 


ſound and ſaving, lively and effeQual ; for as 
Rachel ſaid to Jacob , give mee children or elſe 
I aye ; in ke manner ſaith Faith to the ſoul of 
a Chriſtian, Grve mee children, ler mee bring 
forth good works, elſe I dje, and have no life in 
mee,according to that of the Apoſtle St.-7ames, 
Faith without works ts dead, 1ts not a living bur 
a dead faith, that manifeſts nor irslife by work- 
Ng, 

IT. As Meditation, fo Prayer 1s a ſpecial 
means on our part to bee perfornied, for atrain- 
ing unto this Grace of Charity, I ſay , earneſt 
and fervent prayer unto God for the ſame ; for 
a$ hee is the fountain and author of every good 
oifr,ſo hee hath ſanAified Prayer, as the means 
of obtainingevery good gift from him. | 
Bee earneſt therefore with God in Prayer , 
that he would be pleaſed to give thee as a com- 
paſſionate heart rowards the needs and neceſ- 
ities of the poor members of Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo an 
open hand, thatthou mayeſt freely and l:beral- 
ly contribute unto them, according to their ne- 
ceſſity,and thy ability: Beg of God thar as hee 
hath blefled thee with ſome tomperentr eſtate , 
ſo hee would add rhis mercy , to give thee an 
hearc to give out proportionably to whar 'hee 
harh given thee 3 and that in teſtimony of rhy 


on and thankfulneſs unto him. 
But 
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Means preſcribed 
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Stob., 
Ephe.a,28 


ſer for this grace eſpecially, and never to give 


ſteal no more , bus rather let him labour, work- 


Bur alas how few are there who in their! 
prayers unto God, ate mindeful of this grace 
of Charicy ? How few are there who ever beg- 
ged of God , thar hee would be pleaſed coim-| 
planc this noble Grace of -Charity in their 
hearts ? If upon examination rhou findeft thy 
ſelf to have been faulcy therein, go take up a 
new reſolution to be earneſt with God in pray- 


over, cill thou findeft it 1n ſome meaſure 
wrought in thy ſoul, till chou finde thy ſelf up- 
on all good occaſions ready to diſtribute , and 
willing ro communicate to the needs and ne- 
ceſlities of thy Poor brethren. 

IIT. Diligence mm our Callings, is another 
means on our part to bee performed , for the 
practiſing of chariry, Hee that would be chari - 
table to the poor 1n their needs and neceſfitties; 
muſt bee diligent and induſtrious in his calling, 
ſothart hee may have wherewtthal to expreſs 
his charity 3 for mens diligence in their Call- 
1ngsis uſually Crowned with a dlefling, accor- 
ding tothar of the wiſe man, the hand of the 4:- 


the dil gent ſhall bee made fat, that is ,} thall be} 
inricned with outward bleſſings; and the Greeks 


that all things are made ſervants to care and m- 
duſtry? And therefore the Apoſtle St. Pa! pre- 
ſcriberh diligence and induſtry in a lawful calle 
ing asa means of Charity ; Let hims that ſtole , 


ing with his own hands the thing which 1s good , 


ligent maketh rich. And again, The ſoul of | 


ſay , that plentifulneſs follows painfnlneſs', and| 


that hee may have to give to bimth.t zeeds. This| 
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| whereby we may bee Charitable, 


47 | 


is one end wee: ſhould propound ro ' our 
ſelves ,. in the works of our callings » namely 
chat through Gods bleſſmg on our pains and in- 
deavours , wee may have, not onely ſufficient 
for our own lively-hood ; and of them thar be- 
long unto us , bur alfo ſomewhat for the relief 
of others; Salomon deſcribing the vertuous wo- fl 
man, ſaith in the firſt place, that ſhee ſeeks 014 
wool and flax,aud works will:ngly with her hands;| Pro.31.13 Td 
And then, that ſhe ſtretches ont her hands to the KY 
Poor , yea , (he reacheth forth her hands tothe] © 48 
needy. | 
IV. Bee carefulto prevent all ſuper fluities in! | +I 
your expexces, As diligence in your Callings, ſo "0 
frugaliry in your ſpending, is a ſpecial means « Ya. 
for the paRiſe of Charity z Frugality, faith Ju- Generrix 
tin,ss the Mother of wertue; Tam ſure itts the virtuturm 
foundation and ſupporter of Charity ; For 1'$«#t5 
ler a mans eſtate bee never ſo great, yet if JFg0: 


ba WEE 


there bee not frugality uſed in the manavement | Wy} 
thereof, there will be bur little found for works Fu. 
of chariry, And on the other fide , though a | 
mans eſtate be but mean and low in the world, | VIA 
yet if there bee frugality uſed in the manage- w1E 


ment of it, there will bee ever ſomewhat for 
Charitable uſes. As therefore thou defireſt ro 
bee charicable, bee careful co prevent all un- | 
neceſlary expences; I mean, ler nor thy ap- 
parel bee too coftly , for how can it bee expe- 
&ed , that they ſhould be charicable, ready to 
diſtribute to the neceſſities of others, who lay 
out the greateſt part of their eſtates upon their 
backs, Neither let thy feaſtings be too frequent, 
[nor too chargable; which is noted for one of 
rhe 
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48 Means preſcribed whereby 


Tecyovſts| the fins of the old World , who were give to 
Mat.24.38| eating, as the word'in the Original properly fie- 
nifierh, Neither ler thy Recreations bee roo 
expenſive , inplaying more for mony than for 
Refreſhment : Oh thar ſuch of you whoſpend ſo 
| | much rime and mony on your Recreations; as 


a... 


le. 


| you the good things of the world , for no other 
end than to follow your pleaſures ; would con- 
fider whar a fearful reckoning you are to make 


F- precious time laviſhly miſ-ſpent , bur alſo of 
| your eſtate wickedly loſt , or waſted? when in 
thy account there ſhall be found ſo much waſt- 
| ed in gaming and pleaſures , ando little given 
ro the poor, 

| V. Set apart ſomething ont of thine incoms and 
| receipts , as 4 ſacred ftock, for charitable ales, 
For, | 

1 Hereby thou wilt bee fitted and prep3e 
red with matter for ſnch uſes, having alwates 


| | cafion. 

| 3 By this meansthou wilt more readily and 
willingly , more freely and liberally contribute 
'to the needs and neceflities of ochers, hav 
20-274. ex." 108 2 ſock by thee for rhat very end and pur- 
'perendor, \'poſe. All men naturally are hard-hearred , 
ad 111995 | and cloſe-handed,and thereupon are very hard- 
\ Tandas a ly perſwaded ro part with any thing confiderte 
ns " ible for charitable uſes. Bur this conſecrativg 
nofra /ibi- 'before-hand a part of thine eſtate for the uſe of 
do, infini'a the poor , will cauſe thy chariry to flow out 


cupiditas, ' [ d b ial 

2 'more freely and duuntLiuilys : 
Calv.Inſiz. | Now 
| (31.6.7. , — — ——  ——— —  _—— 
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if God hatl ſent you into the world, and given 


| , jarthe day of Judgement , nor onely of. your | 


| | ſomewhat by thee , to give upon any good oc- 


| 
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| wee may bee charitable, 


49. 
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; Now a ſacred Rock for the Poor may be raiſ- 
ed rwo wales ? 

1 By ſetting apart ſomething every Lords Day, 
[out of thy comings 1 the week before, according as 
God hath proſpered thee; which practice wee 
tinde preſcribed unto us, by the DireQon of 


ro the Corinthians, Now concermng the collection | 
for the Saints,as T have given order to the Church- 
es of Galatia, even ſo do yee, Upon the firſt day of 
the week, (which is the Lords Day) /er every one 
of you lay by hins in ftore, as God hathproſpered 
hizz ; that 1s, according to the ability where- 
with God hath bleſled him, let him ſer apart 
ſomething for the relief of the poor , eſpecially 
che poor Saints. 

This rule I would commend to ſuch who live 
upon their daily labour. Burfor thoſe CMer- 
chants,Citizens,and Trades-mer, Who ſell mich 
of their wares upon truſt, and know nor certain- | 
ly at the weeks end what they have gained; I 
would adviſe ſuch, when they have catt up their 
accounts at the years end, to ſer apart ſore- 
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the Holy Ghoſt, and warranted nntous by Apo- | 
tolical auchority, for ſalch che Apoſtle St. Panl | 
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c Cor, 16. 
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thing of thetr comings in that year , according as | 
God hath proſpered them, for charitable uſes; as 
they expe& Gods dleſling upon their crading | 
the year followings ; 
'2 By conſetrating #nto God a certain portion ) 
|of thy yearly incomes and revenues for charitable 
uſes, Whar this portion ſhould bee I dare not, 
determine, the Scriprvre being filen: cherein #| 
onely in the General wes are cormanded a 
live 948 proportionably to what God bath green #n- 
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Gen.,28.22 | 
| hee bleſſed divers others after their vow unto 


k Gataker,in 
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\ and Cimu- 
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How a ſacred Stock Tay be raiſed 


\to #5, that they who are richin this worlds goods , 
bee 71ch 1 good works; But this 1 can ſay, that 


| 


| 


* Mr. Tho, 


his Fune* 
ſermon 


rial of Mr. 
7o.Parker: 
Merchant 


| have followed the example of Jacob, in giving 


che moſt that I have heard or read of,who have 
taken this courſe to conſecrate unto God a cer- 
rain portion of their eſtate to charitable uſes, 


a tenth partunto God. And as God did exceed- 
ingly bleſs Jacob after his vow, ſo likewiſe hath 


God, 
An * eminent Divine of this Ciry, now with 
God, inhis Funcral Sermon, at the Burial of a 
Merchant, ſpeaking of his Chay:ty, ſaith,thar at 
| is firſt effeCtual call, among other things hee 
then reſolved upon, this was one, to ſet apart e- 
very year atenth of his gas for the releif of the poor; 
and thar God from that time forward abnn- 


Len of 


- Lond@oz. 


{I Mc, Stock, 


dantly advanced his eſtare. 

Another eminenr Divine 1n his. Funeral Ser- 
mon at the Burial of the Lord Harringronſpeak- 
ing of his Charity,declared, that-in his life time 
hee gave the tenth part of his yearly revenew 
to the poor, 

And from mine own experence I can tell 
you of one yer living, who findins lirtle coming 


| 


in by his trade,reſotved upon two things, 
| 1 Tobe worecarefal in Sanilifying the Lords- 
Day. Es 

2 To ſet apart the tenth of his increaſe for cha 
ritable wſes, Whereupon hee gained ſo much 
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2nd ever ſince liveth vpon his renes, 


Oo 


| thar are Dead, and others yer living 
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in a few years, that hee gave over his Calling, 


Many like inſtarces I could give you of ſome 
, Who have 


Io 


[ 
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; for charitable uſes. 


devoted, {ome a tenth, and others a fifc part of 
cheir whole eſtate to pious and charicable uſes, 
Which I do nor propound as a General Rale to 
all 9001 Chrittians ; for, ſome there are who 
have no more than is neceſlary for the comfor- 
cable ſupport of themſelves and family, from| 
whom lels 1s required for the relief others. Bur 
I queſtion whether ſuch) whom the Lord hath 
bleſſed with a plentiful eſtate, ſochar their ne» 
ceſlary expences are,or might bee, far leſs than 
thetr incomes, can bee accounted rich iz good 
works, unleſs they give at leaſt a tenth part of 
their whole yearly income to charitable uſes.| 
| (ay, of their whole yearly income, withonrt firſt 
dedutting any parc -nþ; for dier, clothes, or| 


other neceſſary expe; for the tenth of che| 
remainder will be a very inconfiderable pro- 
prion for a rich man todevore tocharity, and 
far (hort of that which che Scripture ſeems toj 
call for, Itis recorded of che Jews, that very 
many 2mongſt the richer ſort, who are devout in 
their Religion, do uſually give away a tenth part 
of their eſtare ro charitable uſes, And is it not ve- 
ry unbeſeeming Chriſtians, who are rich in this} 
worlds Goods,to fall ſhort of the Jewsherein F | 


Having thus done with the means on our | 


part to bee performed for attaining unto this 
Grace of Charity. 

Come wee now to the Motives, to quicken 
us up to a conſcionable performance of the | 


1 TheExcellency of the Duty, 


| 2 The Plery which ir containech m 1c, 
E 3 
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works of it. I ſhall couch only upon rheſe four | 
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Avickning Motives 
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| 


Gen. 1.265 
27 


Phil. 1.2T. 
x Joh.3.2. 


| /hexeſs, And that excellency wherewith wee 


3 TheProfic which ariſerh from ic. 
4 The Dammage which follows upon the 


negle& thereof. 

I, The firſt Motive or Inducement to Cha- 
ricy may bee taken from the Excellency thereof, 
I ſuppoſe that all will grant chat the greateſt 
excellency that a creature can attain unto, is to 
bee like his Creator. Thar excellency wherein 
man was at firſt created, 1s thus ſet our, God 
created man un his own Image ; that iszin his own 


ſhall bee Glorified in Heaven, is ſer out by our| 
likeneſs to Chrift ; for ir 1s ſaid, O#r bodzes ſhall 
thes be faſhioned like unto his glorious body,yea,in 
the whole man, when g/l appear, then wee 
ſhall bee like him. - 

Now while wee live on earth, there 1s no- 
thing wherein wee can ſhew our ſelves more 


| 


ſuccouring ſuch as tand in need. When God 
ſers himſelf to proclaim his Name, hee. molt 


Mar. 25.40 


#s merciful, | The excellency of Charity 


| the poor in his own room ; infomuch as they 


inſiſterh upon his mercifulneſs and goodneſs, 


Chriſt himſelf doth preſs this Motive to enforce] 


chis Dury,thus, | Bee yee merciful, as your Father 
doth herein further appear, thar Chriſt hath !er] 
who relieve the poor, do therein relieve Chriit 


himſelf, So much doth Chriſt acknowledge, 
where hee ſaith to ſuch as ſuccoured rhe poor, 


Inaſmnch as you have done it unto one of the leaſt| 


ef theſe my Brethren, yee have done it unto mee © 
Is it not an excellent rhing to relieve Chrilt ?; 


like unto God, than in ſhewing mercy, andin| 


They then thae relieve the poor, do an excel- 
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lent 


| 


unto Charity, 


A 
| (V) 


[ſecuting the rrue ptofeſſors of the Faich,- be- 
cauſe therein they perſecute Chriſt himſelf, as is 
implied under this Divine voice that affrighted 
Sanl, while hee was breathing our threatnings 
and ſlaughter againſt the Diſciples of the Lord, 
Saul, Saul, why perſecnteſt thou mee ? Soir is a 
great commendation of true Charity, that Chriſt 
himſelf 1s relieved thereby, 
IT. Another Motiveis the P:ety,which in and 
dy performing this duty of Alms-giving is ma- 
nifeſted. Piery, I ſay to God, For pare Rel:gie 
on and undefiled before God, ' 15 this , towiſit the 
Fatherleſs, and Widdows in their aff, 109, Here 
hee puts rwo particulars, for all kindes of Cha- 
rity : And by this phraſe , Pare Religion before 
| God xs this, he intends four things, 
I Thatit is but a meer ſhew of 
chat 1s wichour charity, 
2 That true Religion w 
cable. es 
3 Thar Chartty will prove men tobee cruly 
Religious. | 
4 Thatworks of Charity are 2s acceptable to 
God, as Duties of Religion. For God acconnes| 
Charity an odour of a ſweet ſmell, a Sacrifice ac- 
ceptable,and well-pleaſizg unto kin. The poor and 
needy are to God as the ' Altars of burnt-offer- 
Ings, and incenſe were under rhe Law. Thofe 
things which were laid'on them, and offered up, 
were given tothe Lord, and as a gifr accepted 
by him.” Even ſo are Alms given to the poor, 
the poor are the Altar, Alms the Sacrifice. 
Now who would not diſpoſe ſo of that which 
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ill make men charts} 
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lent work. As It is a great aggravation of per-j 
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Act.9.1,4. 


Phil, 4.18. 
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Heb.13.16 
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| preſſed. 
ti/itatem, 
ad eamq, 

ee facere 


modo po[- 
ſumuszC1C, 


- 


| earth can afford. 


Mar. 10.42 of the leaſt as of Chariry Wee can 
\ | ſhak 14 no wiſe lof e lus reward. 


1 hath, as God may account ic given to him, 
and anſwerably acceptit > On this very ground] i |tis 
doth the Apoſtle incite the Hebrews tothis du-| IWſ | d! 

ry,in this manner, 7o do good,and tocommun- m 
cate forget not,for with ſuch Sacrifices God 1s well P 
pleaſed. Thus wee ſee how works of Charity , 
are not only uſeful and profitable to man, but] Ml |< 
alſo acceptable and well pleaſing tro God,which 
conſideration addeth muchlife rothe Duty here 


Omnesex- | II, A third Motive is, the manifold profit 
peri us | herewith t ts rewarded. Profit and advantage 
{is the Motive, which, forthe moſt par, ſpurs} 
rapimur, | men on co labour andtake pains , toriſe early, 
and fit up late, to venture goods, life, and all | 

aliter ullo | theyhave. Witneſs the pains, travels, warch-\ il | 
ings, and adventures of Labourers, Work-men,| i | 

0ffcz. | Trades-men, Farmers, Merchants, Mariners,S&c,; W 
yet that profit which they aim at, is but earthly 
and temporary ; and their hope of attaining ir | 
uncertain. Surely works of Charity give an a'-| MW 
ſured hope of far greater, and better profit than 


| Ingeneral it is protmiſed, That if we caſt our 
bread upon the waters, we ſhall finde it after ma-| 
Ecundus | #) 441e5; that 18, If we give Alms to the poot, 
e? ager: | Where all we do may ſeemtobee caſt away, 3s. 
paupernn , | if it were thrown into the Sea; yet in due rime! 


we __ will ic return to us with advantage. And lealt| 
o8arit | Logs : 1 
| effum, | 09 ſhould bee diſcouraged from doing works! 


—_— waw ex 2a» 


| 


Aug Serm | of Charity, our Saviour afſurerh us, That who 
Tae Divite. | ſoever giveth but a cup of cold water (which is one 


perform )} 


It 
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[did of Circumctfion) much every way, Yea I 


J 

[ 

Wi | 
h 
e 


| be b:ought to: penury , who hath been chari- 


- i thy Barus bee filled with plenty, and thy preſſes 


{inthe nexr verſe, T how wilt not deliver him #s- 


ſ — 


unto Chartty, _ | : 


438 es cer on, 


If inſpecialit bee demanded whar profit boy 
there of Charity ? I anſwer, (as the Apoſtle 


may ſay of Charity, as the Apoſtle doth of 
Piety, It 3s profitable unto all things, having pro-| 


come 

In this life is promiſed, 
_ I Sufficiency, He that giveth to the poor ſhall 
not lack ; thatis, hee ſhall bee ſecured from| 
want and penury z God will not ſufter him to| 


table to the poor. 

2 Not only' ſufficiency, but likewiſe abarn- 
| dance ; For ſairh the Wiſe-man, Hononr the 
Lord with thy Subflance, by giving freely and 
; chearfully to charitable and pious uſes ; So ſhall 


| ſhall burſt out with new-Wine, which is an hyper- 
| bolical exprethon, implying plenty and abun-} 
dance. CES 6 

3 Good ſucceſs tn what hee enterprizeth. Ac-\ 
' cording to that of Moſes, Thou ſhalt ſurely grove 


miſe of the life that now 13, and of that which ts to| 


; himbecanſe that for this thing the Lerd, thy God 
i ſhall bleſs thee un all thy works, and it all that thou 
i putteſt rhine hand unto, 
Deliverance ont of trouble, 
Pralmiſty Bleſſed is hee that conftdereth the poor ; 
the Lord will deliver him 1n the t1me of trouble. 
5 Proteftion againſt enemies 1 as it followeth 


to the will of his enemies, 


: ” : - 
For ſaith the 


6 Succour in ſickyeſs ; a5 the Propher gces| 
jon, The Lord will ſtrengthen him upou the bed. 
; -p 


of | 


Pſal. 41.1, 


Veil. 2. 


Verl. 3, 
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Mart 25+34 | yit the Kingdome prepared for them , from the 


| 


Duickning Motives | 
of langniſhing , that 'is, the Lord will com- 
fort and ſupport him in his ſickneſs, and ar 
length reſtore his Rtrength again, Thos wilt 
make all his bed in his ſickneſs ; that is, thou 
wiltgive hyn eaſe and reſt, as they do to fick 
men that make their beds. | 
| | 7 To paſsby other particulars, Bleſſedveſs. 
MEAL comprizeth under it all manner of Com- 
modiries, -45 promiſed to the Charitable perſon, 
| Prov 22. 9. Andin Pſale. 41.3. Ir 1s ſaid, He 
ſhall be bleſſed upon the earth; yea, and at the 
reſurretion of the juſt, Luke 14. 14. 

8 This promiſe is extended to his poſterity, 
for his ſeed (hall be bleſſed, 

Theſe and other like promiſes of temporal, 
ſpiritual, and eternal bleſſings, being made by 
| che Lord God of Truth, may with much con- 
fidence be reſted upon. For Gods Words are 
Deeds, his Promiſes Performances. 

In the life to come, merciful men ſhall :»he- 


__—— 


—— _ 


| 


foundation of the world, 
There are among others, two Metaphors of- 
cen uſed, by the Holy Ghoſt, in ſetting our 
Alme-giving, which do much amplifie the com- 
modny thence ariſing. 
One is taken from /ending; The other from 


| ſowing. 


w_——  ——- IR 


1 Alms-giving 1s ſet forth in Scripture by 
lending 3 yea,to ſucha lending, whereby wee 
have not onely the principal reſtored, but with 
oreat encreaſe, And whereas ſuch aspur forth 
+ their mony unto men, can expe& bur fix in the 
| hundred; If we in obedience to the command 


ew 


of 


— SS — 


unto Charity. 


k. 756 


of God, ſhall freely part with our nioney to 


receive an hundred for fix, yea an hundred for 
one » and eternal life ro boot.. And we need 
nor to doubt of the payment ; for though the 
poor bee never ſo unable, yet wee have an 


hach underraken to pay whatſoever is thus pur 
forth, according to that of the Wiſe-man, Hee 
that hath pitty upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lozd, and that which hee hath given, will hee 
pay hims again, Where you have Gods counter- 
bond to ſave you harmleſs, in which hee both 
acknowledgerh the debr, and promiſerh pay- 
ment. And whar better ſecurity can any man de- 
fire than a bond under Gods own hand > The 


us willing to embrace any opportunity of 
putring our our money to this great advan- 
rage. 

2 As forthe other Metaphor of ſowing, it 
is in Scripture applyed to Alms-giving, under 
chis phraſe, Hee hath diſperſed. As the Husband- 
[man diſperſerh his ſe2d which hee ſowerh in the 
earth; ſo doch che Alms-giver, his Alms, 
therefore this is added by way of expoſition, 
.Hee hath given to the poor, ' The Apolile alſo 
applieth unco Alms-giving this proverbial 
ſpeech, Tee which ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap 
| ſparingly ; and hee which ſoweth bountifully,(hall 
reap bountifully. Now what 1s it that ordinart- 
ly bringeth forth a greater increaſe than ſowing 
ſeed in fertile Ground ? Ic 1s ſaid of Tſaack, 
|that hee ſowed in the Land,” and received in the 
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the uſe of the poor, for their relief , wee ſhall | 


all-ſufficient Sarety, even God himſelf, who |. 


conſideration whereof ſhould mee-rhinks make | 


| 


Mar.10.3e 


Pro.19, 17 


Pſa.,112.9 


2 Cor. 9.6 


Gen. 26. 
[1 2» 
| 


gy——_— Js. —— _k 


__ ſame 
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Ruickmng Motives 


| } tothe relief of the poor. 


| whar we give ſhall be repayed with advantage. 


ws woe ey wow we” 


[in the Seriprure, and found to be true by the 


ſpme year an hundred fold. And Chriſt ſaith, 
that good gronmnd beareth fruit, ſome an bhandred- 
fold, ſome ſixty-fold, ſome thirty-fold. Now 
Alms-giving is one of thoſe things that, ſhall 
receive an hundred-fold , and ſhall inherit e- 
verlaſting life. | 

If therefore profit and advantage may bee a 
Motive to ſtir us up unto any thing, ſurely ir 
ſhould bee a morive to incite us untoliberality 
in Alms-giving. to be bountiful in Teens 


k 
bl 
, 


For it 1s a moſt certain truth, that giving to 
the poor, is the ſreſt and ſafeſt way of gettivg. For| 
though Husband-men may ſometimes lole the 


or unſeaſonable weathzr ; apd ſuch as pur their 


| Mony ro uſe may come ſhorrof thetr principal : 


yet hee wnowith an honeſt, and fincere heart 
oiveth ro the Poor, ſhall inno wiſe loſe his re- 
ward. For as the Wiſe-man ſpeakerh, There 
18 that (catteretb,and yet excreafeth ; Prov.11.24. 
| Intimating unto us, that this ſcattering 1s the 
beſt way of encreaſmg. And indeedſo tt is, for 
hath nor our Saviour Promiſed, That if we grve, 
it ſhall bee given unto us, good meaſure preſſed 
down, and ſhaken together ? Here God gives us 
asir were a bill of his hand, and enters 1n:0 
bond, and becomes Surety wirh the poor, that 


This is a Paradox to worldly men, that givi»g 


encreaſing, yer nothing more clearly laid down 


| experience of Gods People, 


— 


benefit of their ſeed ſown, through mill-dews, | 


ſhould be the ſureſt and ſafeſt way of getting and, 


4 Thi 
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dammage which may enſue upon the negleft of 
Alms-groing, Though ir argue a kinde of ſer-| 
vile diſpoſition to bee moved with fear of loſs 
or gain, to a Duty ; yer of chat diſpoſition are | 
many; and in that reſpe& this may be added as 
an Inducement to the Duty, 


le& of Charity, when it ought to bee ſhewed, 
1s in the kinde thereof as large,as the fore-men- 
tioned benefics of performing the duty, in the| 
kinde of it, | 


| :s cruel,troubleth his own fleſh, Soul and Fleſh are 


unto Charity. 


4 The fourth Mative.and Inducement 1s the | 


The Dammage that may ariſe upon the neg- 


—— 


For negle& of the Duty doth not only cauſe a | 
forfeiture of all the fore-mentioned benefits a- | 
rifing from the performance thereof , bur alſo 
pullech upon the negleQers head, many evils, 
Where tne wiſe-man ſaith , T he mereaful mar , 
doth good to his own ſoul; he addeth, but he that 


che two eſſential parts of a man; both the one 
and the other- are Synechdochically pur forthe 
whole man; even for the perſon. By a cre! 
man, is meant an unmerciful,;or a hard-hearted 
man; for he is oppoſed ro a merciful man. The 
meaning then of the Proverb1s this; As a mer- 
ciful man dorh good, not onely to his poor bro- 
cher, to whom he ſheweth mercy, bur alſo to 
himſelf: So an hard-hearced-man doth not only 
orieve his diftrefled neighbour in affording him 
no ſuccour, but alſo brings much dammage to 
himſelf, For hee that with-holdeth more than is 
meet, cometh to poverty, Wirh+ holding 1s there 


| 


rence to cafting or ſowing ſeed on the earth to 


, 
W— 


oppoſed ro ſcattering, which word harh refe-, 


Verſ.24+ 


bring 
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0bjeitions againſt Z 


{Luk.z6.24 


Pro 28,27 


| Mar. 18.33 


| bring forth a cropz and thereby is meant Alms- 
giving. On the contrary, With-holding moore 
than is meet , 1mplies a denial of Alms, when 
there is juſt cauſe to give. Juſtice and equity re- 


as that phraſe doth much aggravate this kinde 
of unmercifulneſs; and as a juſt puniſhment 


orve, ſeek to prevent, ſhall fall upon them, even 
poverty. 


And if in any diſtreſs they ſhall bee forced 


neglected as rhey neglected others, The Wiſe- 
man cefttherh as much in theſe words, Whoſs 


Pro.z1.13 | floppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, hee alſo 
|ſhall cry himſelf, and not bee heard, Nor onely 


other. men, bur alſo God himſelf will refuſe 
ro:bear his cry. Drves, who refuſed to relieve 
Lazarxs, could nor obtain any to afford him a 
<Erop of water to cool his tongue, when he was' 
rormenced in Hell Flames. It 1s expreſly ſaid 
that be ſhallhave judgement without mercy , that 
bath ſkewed no mexcy, James 2.13. For God 
deals with men according to their dealing with 
others, | 

| Finally, as bleſſings are promiſed co mer- 


merciful-men. As under bleſſings, all manner 


| Prog1r-26 


of good things are comprized, ſo under cur-| 
ſes, all manner of evils. Unmerciful men ſhall 
have the curſes of men, and people ſhall curſe 
them. And at the great Day of Judgement, they 
ſhall bee pronounced curſed by the greac Judge. 
For then ſhall hee ſay unto them on the left hand , 

__ Depart 
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quire this Duty (as we have before ſhewed) ſo 


s. n* 
thereof, that which coverous men by refuſing ro| 


4 


to feek help of others, even they ſhall bee] 


w_—— 


ciful men, ſocurſes are denounced againſt un-] 


| 


unnm_—_ 


 Alms- giving anſwered. 


th, 


Depart from me, yee curſed, into everlaſting fire , | 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels : For I 
was an hungred and yee gave me u0 meat; I mas 


thirſty, and yee gave me no drink, c. 


Having thus done with the 2Lotives, I ſhall 


| [cloze rhis Diſcourſe with anſwering ſome Ob- 
| 1ect:ons, Which keep back many from a conſci- 


onable diſcharge of this Duty, 

Obj. x Some obje& their great charge, hav- 

ing a wife and many children to provide for ; 

and are ready to ſay with the Apoſtle, That 

Parents ought to lay up for their Children, And if 
any provide not for bis own , eſpecially for thoſe of 
his ows honſe,he hath demed the faith,and 1s worſe 

than as Infidel; How then can we be liberal ra 

che poor ? 

Auſw. 1 T deny not bur Parents ought to | 
provide for their Children , ſo far as they may 

with a good conſcience. Burt know, that the 


ſame Apoſtle who commands you to /ay np for 
your Children, doth likewiſe command you to 
lay ont a conſiderable part of your eftate for the 
| ſuccour and relief of others. As Gal, 6.10, As 
we have opportunity let us do good unto all, eſpeci- 


ally unto them who are of the houſhold of faith, And 


forget xot,for with ſachſacrificesGod 1s well pleaſed 
[f therefore you would approve your ſelves t- 


partial reſpe& to all and every the commands 
| of the Lord, making conſcience of one Duty as 


well as of another, x4 
2 The greater thy love, and firorget thine 


Heb.13, 16, But to ds good, and to communicate | 


cere Chriſtians,you muſt bear an equal and im-| 


G1 | 
Mor.25-4x| 
425&C. 
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 affeRions are co thy Children; the more liberal 


cauſa de e- 


and bountiful ſhouldſrhou be ro che poor Saincs 
andfervants of Jeſus Chriſt , rhar thereby thou 
mayeſtentailGods bleſſing upon the perſons and 
eſtate of thy Children.I am ſure thou wilt granc 
chat wichout Gods bleſſing , all chou ſhalc be- 


and whac better courſe canſt thou take to pro- 
cure Gods bleſſing upon that parc of thy eſtate 
which thou ſhalt leave them, than freely to 
communicate ſome part thereof to pious and 
charitable uſes ? For as the Pſalmiſt expreſſerh 
it, The ſeed of the mercifal ſhall bee bleſſed. 
Whereby is implied, that thy mercy and libera- 
lity to the poor, will entail Gods bleſſing upon 


and houſes on their poſterity, char they may 
continue inthe ſame family : But I know no 
ſurer way, than 1n their life time , to cotmmu-r 
nicate a conſiderable part of their eſtate tothe] 
Poor. And thus by taking ſomewhar from your| 
childrens portion for the relief of the poor, you 
may exceedingly advance their eftare. Hath 
God bleſſed chee with Children? in Chriſtian 
diſcretion then thou ſhould be charirable, char} 
thereby thou mayeſt procure Gods bleſſing , 
both on thy ſelf and poſteriry. For thy ſparing] 
and with-holding from the poor, ro make thy 
children rich, may prove the ſubverfion and ru-} 
ine of thine houſe andchildren. 


perent portionsfor thy children , yet ought not 


 Objedtton againſt k 


quearh unco thy children will lictle avail them : | 


thy children, 
- | Very ſolicitous many are to entail their lands 


3 Thoughthou oughteſt ro lay up ſome com- | 


on 
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that to be a pretence againſt laying out a porti-t 
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{which hee can well ſpare, the poor mans due,unto. 


| board ; It's the garment of the naked wbich hangs 


Alms-giving anſwered, 


—— — 


on of thine eſtate here on the poor. For know 
rhar the poor have a nght unto a part of thine 


to ſooreat a part. In which: reſpeR the ſpirit of 
God callerh char part of the rich mans ſtock 


whom of right it doth belong; for ſaith he, Prov 
3. 27. With-hold not good from them to whom 
it z8 due when it is 1u the power of thy hayd to do it. 
Whereupon ſaid an antienr Father, 7t is the 
bread of the hungry which monlaers in thy Cup- 


wſeleſs in thy Chamber , It's the gold of the poor 


ving the poor, is not only an 2& of mercy,lefc tp 
thy choice to dogor Not to doz but alſo of juſtice, 
ro the performance whereof thou Ttandeſt 
bound. And therefore what St. Paul ſaith of 
himſelf concerning the preaching of the Goſpel; 
Neceſſity is laid upon me, yea wee 15 unto we, if 
I preach not the Goſpel. The like ſhould all Rich 
men eſpecially ſay of themſelves, zeceſſity i 
laid upon 15, to grue ont a part of our eſtate for 
the relief of the poor Saints and Servants of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, and woe be unto 9, if wee doit not, 

| 4 Itisagrear miſtake in Parents, thartbe- 
cauſe it is their Dury to make ſome provihon for 
rheir children, therefore they are bound to lay 
up all rhar poſſibly they can ſcrape together for 
their uſe, wirhour giving any confiderable part 


manifeſtly declare, «har they prefer their chil- 
drens temporal 200d, before their own ſpiri- 


cual and eternal 200d, and hazard the falvart- 


eſtate, as well as thy children, though norun- | 


(E ſt paxzis | 


which lieth ruſting in thy Cheſt. So that thy relie-| 


cowards the relief of the poor; for thereby they. 
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o0bjettions againſt 
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[on of their own ſouls , for the advancement of 
e. Oh howlitle comfort 
will ic bee to you 1n Hell-torments, to think 


their childrens eſtate. 


chat you have loſt heavenly joys, for the gain- 
ing of ſome earthly enjoyments for your Chil- 
dren? If therefore you have little or no chari- 
ry for ochers, yer have ſome for your own ſouls, 
| by a liberal concriburton tothe poor Saints and 
Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, and thar according to 
your own ability, and their neceſſity. 

| Obj. 2 Some obje& their poor and mean 


to ſupply che wants, and relieve the neceſſities 
of others. 

| Anſw, 1, Though thou pleadeſt poverty to 
[excuſe thy not giving towards the ſupply of the 
needy and necefficous, yet it is to bee feared, 
that thy plea is not real bur feigned, a meer 
tpretence , becauſe thou canſt finde mony e- 
[nough to buy rich and coſtly apparel for thy 
ſelf, wife,and children ; mony enough to pam- 


(eſtate, prerending they have nor wierewithall} 


—— 


| 


per thy belly, and ro fealt thy rich neighbours, 
friends, and acquaintance ; mony enough for! 
the grarifying thy finful luſts and pleaſures ; 
when thou caſt finde lictle or nothing for the! 
cloathing the naked backs of the poor members 
of Jeſus Chriſt, nothing fo: che filling of their, 
empty bellies, nothing for their comfort and' 
ſupport. Oh how ſad will thy reckoning bee at, 
the grear day of judgement, when thou ſhalt! 
hear,ſo much ſpent incloarhs ſc much in coltly | 
dier, ſo much in ſarisfying thy carnal luſts and 
pleaſures, and ſo little in relieving rhe poor; 


Saints and Servants of Jeſus Chrilt, | 


TRI” 


- 2 Though; 
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AlmsS+ofvine anſwered, 


2 "though thy-plex be ceal; rhar.chou arcin 
crutch 1n a low and mean eſtare, yet oughteſt 
| chou to give ſomething , when thol!' meere(t | 
wich thoſe who are poorer than thyſelf, eſpeci- 
alty if they bee in great necetfity. Ephe. 4.28. 
The Apoſtle exhorteth poor mien; even ſuch'zs' 
work fot” their living ;: ſo to labour ,'-that they || 
mayihave nor cnly to maintain-themfſelves ang. 
- {family,” bur alſo co relieve the neceſſities of o- 
thers: Let him labour, ſaith the Apoſitez work-, 
ng with his hands the thing whioh vs yvod, that : 
bee may bave to 7 we ts hins that needeth. - The 
deep poverry of rhe Macedonians, wee read); j|- *- 
kept'rhem nor frogs contributing-to' the Pogt ;|» Cor. 8. 
Saintsat Jeraſalem;who were pooter than them- |-3* 
ſelves ONTO [2 | 

' Whocould plexd'greater poverty thatt the | 
poot Widdew in thei Goſpel, who having but two 
Mites, caſt them both into rhe rreaſuty > of 


ſhe caſt more 1nto thetreaſury than the rich, for all (43; 
they did caſt 14 of their abundance , ' but ſhe of her , 
want did caft in allthat ſhe had , even all her liv- 
1g. An half penny or farthing of thar little. 
which a poor man giveth, is more in Chrifts 
reckaning; tharva whole maſs of mony out of a 
richmans treaſure,Say norcherefcre I am poor, 

{and have but lircle , thinking theredy to excule 
thy not giving, for thou canſt not bee pooret 
than that poor Y/:iddow z but of a little give a} 
[liccte, _ and it will bee accepred , for if there tr' > Cer. 8. 
a willing minde , it is accepted according tothat 1+ 

a man bath, and mt according i that hee hath 

mt, God looketh not ſo much to the grea:nofs' 

/ | FE Or 
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whom our Saviout giveth this teſtimony , that [Mail 12. | 


. 
$0 I weary #7 wo 
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_. . Objeftrons againſt 


| 


; PIES 


| 


p—_ _—_— —4 - - -t 


Eccl.9,10. 


chap. 11,2. 


| 


]of the gift, as.to the quantity of the ore our 
i fe&ion wherewith it is given. 


| they live In dangerous times,.. and know not 
| what troubles may befall chem, andherefore ir 
4 will bee wiſdome-ro keep what they have. 


[1s,- whatſoever ability or opportunity thou haft 
{| of doing good, do it, as with all diligence, ſo 
| ſpeedily. And ſaith the Wiſe-man, Grvea por- 
tron t9 ſevon;and atſo to eight as'if he had ſaidlet| 
| thy liberality he large, & bounrifulznor limicing 
{ic tofewy, but diftribucing:ro many,mark his rea- 
1 ſon 11 the next words , for thou knoweſt not what 
1 evil ſhall bee upon the earth 4 1. e. What trouble- 
| ſome times may-bee. I have read of an Hus- 


of which ic is given, andthe largencſs of the af- 


Obj. 3 Satne. are ready to obje& and ſay, 


Anſmn, +: Fne-more dangerous the times are, 
the more; reaſon-chou haſt ro give our of thy: 
ſtore towards the rehef of.others., for _ 
© I They knoweſt nor how long thou mayeſt 
enjoy thy life or eſtate, whatſoever therefore 
thy hand pndeth to de,.do it with thy might'; that 


bandman , who hearing of .che approach of an 
Army, and fearing thereby.the loſs of all his 
{corn , cauſed as much as poſſibly hee could to 


| cuſtody chereof to a friend of his. In like man- 
nerler che apprehenſion of dangerous times pre- 
vail with thee, to deliver ſome conſiderable 
parc of thy eſtate unto the poor members of 
| Chriſt, whereby it will bee beſt preſerved from 
loſs and ſpoils. | 


| 2 Thy liberality to the poor.will be a notable 


a. —_———— 


| bee carried into:the City ,.and commirred the| 


means to free thine hearr' from thoſe a 
: - and 


———— — 
——_— . 


em 


"Re p—__ , 
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a. 


[ſually 


Alms-gtving anſwered. 


and difiruſtful fears of evil rimes, which do u- 
poſſeſs the hearts of unmerciful men, as 
the Pſalm:ſt ſeemerh to 1mply, Pſalm 1 1 2. 7,9. 
Hee ſhall not bee afraid of exnl tidings , his heart 
is fixed truſting in the Lord, The reaſon where- 
of hee rendreth verſe 9. Hee hath diſperſed, he 
hath given to the poor therefore hee ſhall not bee 
afraid of evil tidings, And indeed ſuch have 
leaſt ground of fear, for 

I God harh promiſed to deliver ſuch from 
the evil ro come, as Pſalm 41.1, Bleſſed 
ts he that conſidereth the poor , the Lord will de-| 


liver her 1 time of trouble, 


2 God hathpromiſed, that chough they 
ſhould fall into troubleſome times , yer they 
ſhall finde abundance of ſweet peace and com- 
fort 1n their own ſouls, for ſaith che Lord, 1f 
thes draw out thy ſoul to the hungry, and ſatisfie 
the affiitled ſoul , 1,e. ifthou thalrafford unto 


| Where light fienifieth peace and comfort, as 


| phers meaning is, that merciful men ſhall have 


in giving,l may want my ſelf before I dye. 


him thatwhich may ſupply his neceſſicy, and 
ſarisfie his hunger, then ſhall thy Ight riſe in 0b- 
ſemrity, and thy darkneſs bee as the noon day. 


dirkneſs fhionifierh affliction. So thar the Pro- 


peace and. comfort , In che moſt croubleſome 
and uncomforcable times z which if it were 
ſeriouſly, confidered, would bee a greatencour- 
agement to us,to abonnd in works of mercy, 


Eſa.58.10, 


Obj. 4 Some objeR and ſay, If I bee fo full 


Anſw. 1 Doth the husbandman forbear to 
ſow his ſeed for fear of wan: ? Nay, rather,doti 


| heenor witha plen 


-iful band ſow his ſeed, that 
$5; 4 __: 
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| objections againſt 


Pro.11.24 


Terrena 
'ervanalg 


am ttimus,\ 
[11gi-ndo | 


ſcryamus, | 
I{:ador. 


Lice 6.3 
| 
| 


| hee may y prevent want ; being confident that 
i by ſowing h1s ſeed, hee hall in duerinie reap it 
| again with ſuch i increaſe » that hee ſhall there- 
by beeinabled to ſuſtain hiinſelf and family. $0 
that this objection 1s a groundleſs fear, arifing 
from a diftruſtiul heart, contrary to that of the 
| Wiſe-nian, Prov. 28, 27. Hee that g2weth to 
the 'peor (hall not lack, ' viz, any thing which 


God .ſeeth to. bee good and needful | for him. 
Nay, by not eivirg,chou art bkelieft ro cone to 
\ want, for ſaith the ſpiric of. God , There is that 
| weth- boldcth more than i is meet, bee? it teudeth to 
| poverty, $0 that keeping back and hoar ding up, 
15 the readieſt'way to want and penury, where as 
| giving to the poor, according to that God hath 
: $IYen urito us, 1s ihe belt means to FIT PC- 
Bury... -: 

2 Thou needft not fe: if want by . oiving for 
thereby chou wilt both [ (ecure thy ſtock, and its 
creaſe thy ltore. _ 
| 1 VVharthcugivelt co the poor, with an ho- 
neſt and fincere heart, will ſecure the reſt of 
rhyeſtate. For asina Rate Polttick the Lieger- 
Ambaſſadors that are ſent abroad colye'in for- 
raign Kingdomes, ſecure our peaceable fate ar 
home. In like manner ,” that which thou diſ- 
perſeſt and ſendeſt abroad to the poor, doth ſe- 
cnre the reſt at home, So that 1» trath our earthly 
goods are loſt by keeping and kept by giving away. 

2 Thar which rhou g1veſt away to the poor 
will incteaſe thy ſtore, For Gzve, ſaith our Sa* 
2. viour, and it ſhall bee given unto you, good meas; 


ver. By which variety of EPITPONE, our $a- 
Ks ; - viour 


* ao ewaiguth wt roo 


po \preſſed down,and ſhaken together, aud runing. 


JV. ey Tr 


eee 


In 


liberal contriburion , 


Altas-giving anſwered, 


viour declareth, that charitable men ſhall nor 
only recelve back againfrom God , what they 
give to the poory but abundantly more z which 
che VViſe-man implieth,where he faith, There 
is that ſcattereth ayd yet wcreaſeth ; incimating , 

that'the/more wee ſcatter the ſeeds of our bene- 
ficence, the greater our- increaſe will bee. And 
aStit followeth i in the next verſe , T, he liberal 
Sonl ſhall bee made fat ; i.e. hee hatis dountie 
fulrowards orhers , ſhall 
And hee that watereth, wiz. others wich his fore, 
ſhall bee watered alſo himſelf; t.e, ſhall bee a- 
bundantly warered with rne blefling of God 
char hee may have wherewith to do more good. 
V Vhereupon ſaith thz Apoſtle St. Paul, Hee 
that ſoweth ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly, but hee 
that ſoweth bonutifully, (hall reap bountifully - 

Thereby hinting unto us, the great gain ind 
encreaſe that wee ſhall receive by a free and 


"I 


Pro,11.24- 


2 Coreg.s, 


| to the poor Saints and 
Servants of Jeſus Chrift , which Job acknow- 
ledged when hee ſatd (chap. 29.1 3+) the bleſſing 
of him that was ready taſgeriſh,came upon mee, \.e, 
[ had their prayers, and the Lord bleſled mee 
extraordinarily for releiving them. 

Some queſtion there 1s aboutthe lawfulneſs 
of purting our mony to uſe, But this 1s our of 
queſtion , that to pur our a con'iderable part 
of thine ſtare to charitable uſes, is, as a lawful, 
ſo the moſt gainful uſury in he world ; for| 
thereby thou ſhalt receive \ inſtead of fix inthe 
hundred, an hundred for fix. If therefore thou| © 
wilt bee wiſely coverous, fall upon the praQice 


CY 


of this Chriftian Uſury, knowing that the more 
0:3 thou 


res, 


Eleemaſyna 
2702 eft d:- 


utttar 1M 


atſpendiz,, | 


{cd aitef- 


cend! potz- | 
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Objections againſt 


—— 


thou ſbalt adventure therein, che greater will 
be thy gain,and the more bountifully thou ſhalt 
receive. | 

Obj. 5 Some obje& that whar they give to 
the poor, 1s utterly loſt, - 

Anſw, z This 1s dire&ly contrary eo what 
che Spirit of God ſaith , Prove Ig. 17. Hethat 
hath pitty on the poor, lendeth untothe Lord, and 
that which be hath given,will he repay hins ag an. 
Iftharwhich thou giveſt tothe poor bee repaid 
thee again, bow canit bee ſaidro bee loſt? in- 
deed the poor unto whom thou giveſt, are una- 
ble to repay thee, yer having ſuch an all-ſuffici- 
ent ſurety as God himſelf, who hath under- 
raken the repayment, thou needſt nor doubt 
thereof. 

2 Ic is a grear miſtake in men, to chink chat 
what they give away to charitable uſes, is utter- 
ly loft: For in truth a coverous ſcraping, and 
ſordid hoarding up ourwealth,is che only way of 
loſing it.But asI have formerly ſhewed, a cheer- 
ful diſtributing part thereof cothe poor , 15the 


ſureſt way of ſecuring ogg Rock, and encreafing 
| our ſore, I never yer mec with the man, who 
could ſay that hee was a looſer 1n nis eſtate by 
'whathee gave away tocharitable uſes. And this! 
[ can affirm, that very many have, and are ftill, 
ready to acknowledge, thac asthe V Viddows 
oyl encreaſed by pouring out ; ſo that their 
ſtore hath multiplied and encreaſed by giving 


away to good uſes, | 

3 VVhat thou giveſt tothe poor is nor loſt , 
bur ſent to Heaven before thee. It is reported of 
Cyru:,chat he ſhould ſay, char by doirg good, hee 


board, 


——— ttt... 


I— —— a —_— 
— 
WE LO 


Alms-erving caſwered, 


hoarded np riches for himſelf. But ſure I am,char 
by communicating parc of thy goods ro the poor 
| ſaints and ſervants of God , tho# layeſt xp trea- 
ſare for thy ſelf in Heaven, FS: | 

This is the very argument, wherewith the A- 
poRle in the words of che cexr, enforcerh this 
Duty of liberaliry co che poor; for ſaith hee , 
Charge them that are rich un this world, that they 
do good, that they bee 71ch 1n good works, ready to 
diſtribute, willing to communicate * Mark hisrea- 
(ſon in the next words, laying #p nt ſtore for theny- 
ſelues,a good fonudation againſt the time to come ; 
'VVhere the Apoſtle intimateth, rhar by laying 
out on the poor, - wee do1n truth lay upin fore 
for our ſ:lves, Look therefore how much thou 
layeſt our here on good uſes, by a Bill of Ex- 
\change, as it were, thou ſhalt receive as much, 


To whieh agreeth thar of Sr. Anjtin, Whatſoever 
we give to the poor, we [ena before us, and we ſhall 
 |finde that in Heaven, which we give here on Earth, 


yea, much more in the Kingdome of Heaven; | 


71 


Dno0d pan- 
per: Anmus 
ante nos 


premitti- 


poſe, which I ſhall the rather relace , becauſe | 
I have known ſome ſo affeRed upon the hear- 
| ing chereof, as that they have caken up preſenc 
| I reſolutions; ro communicate more liberaily ro, 
the neceſſirys of the poor, than ever they did1nj 
their lives before, The ſtory 1s chis, 
Syneſius a god Bilhop of Cyrene, las 
boured much, and a long time with one Eva-|| 
orius an Yeathen Philoſopher , to convert]; 
him to the Chziſtian Faith, but all i vain ;| 
The Philoſopher - till objeging that the 
Chziſtian Religion taught many-ffrange. and] 
-F-4 imp2obable | 


IE Bees GI 


Matt.6.20 


Sai 
I have mer with a norable tory to this pur-I},,, 1, - 


Lee em a... leo. + ii... Mi. 


| 
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(imp2obable things; among others, Thar-hee 


t 
\ 


4 bundred-fotd from Chriſt, tozether with ecer- 


oo 


o 
ii. 
« 


| ther - than bel&ved. | 
} withſfanding ceaſednot-to travail with him , 


—__ = EIT 
- 


R! $ Objett ions againſt 


rhar hath þ'trey-onirhepoor, lenderh rothe Lord, 
and hee thar giveth'ro the poot and needysthall 
have treaſure in Heaven," and-ſhall receive an 


nal life:- Things, ſaid he, to bee derived, ra: 

The god Biſhop not: 
alluring:him'by many arguments, that theſe 
things were true, andat laſt pzcvailed, ſo 


\that the Philoſopher and all his Child2cn, 
{were baptized, 
| Syneſius, and bzingeth with him thzee hun-| 
{1d2ev pounds ofGold foz the po, bids him take | 
1it>but would have a Bill unter hts hand, that 


A while after, he cometh to' 


[Th2ift hould-repay it him in another wozld, 
Synefius tak the mony fo2 the pw2 and gave 
him ſuch a Bill under his hand as he deſtred, 
Afterwards the Philoſopher being near his 
death, commanded his Sons, that when they 
byriedhim, they ſhould put-Syneſius Bill into 


"0 his hand in the grave, which they did. The 


third dap after he was buried.the Philoſo- 
pher ſ@med to appear to Synefius in the 
nicht, and ſaid fo him, | Come to my Sepul- 
chre where Ilye, and take thy Bill , for I have 


own hand. ] The Biſhop not well knowing 
| the meaning hereof, ſent to hrs Sons, who 
1 told him all, whereupon taking them and 
the chief yetof the City with him, Hee went 
to thenrave, and foitnd'the paper in the hand 
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| received the dedr, and am ſatisfied, which for| 
£ [thy aſſurance , I have ſubſcribed with mine 


of the Co2pþ9, thus ſubſcribed, { Ego Evagri- 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


, 


| 
| 


—— a 


Alms-giving anſwered, 
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4; Philoſsphus, tibi Sangiſſimo Domino Syneſio. 
| Epiſcopo, ſalurem +. Accept debituminhisli- 
tefis- nan tua conſcriptum, ſatisfagumque mi- 
hi eft;_.&nullum :conrra'te habeo- jus proprer 
aurum:quod dedl ribt,.|8per te Chriſto Deo 8 
Salvatori: noftro. -]. that-is, J Evagrius: the. 


which in this paper 1s wiitten with. thp hand , 
and 7. am ſatisfied, and J have no action 


the, «ud by thee to Chyiſtz our Gov and Da- 


Philoſopher, to the moſt Yoly Sir, Biſhop | 
Synz(1ns, -&reeting:; I have received the debt 


againſt thee, fox the Gold which. J gave 


\L3Ur, pe] 
This ſtory, I ſay, Iwas willing to relate at 
large, not only begauſe ir paſſeth in antiquity 
for a great (rhough ſtrange) truth,. bur alſo be- 
cauſe as I ſaid, I have known it reported to 
ſome, with ſuch good effeR and ſucceſs, as ] 
hope and hearcily wiſh it nay have upon thy 
"NR 

4 Thy works of Charity to the poor Saints 
and Servants of Jeſus Chritt, will hereafter bee 
rewarded with everlaſting glory and. happineſs 
in Heaven, So much our Saviour exprefleth by 


from the fonndation of the world, prepared for the 
merciful; who had ſhewed themſelves bounti- 
| ful to the poor members of Jeſus Chriſt, by 
cloathing the naked, feeding the hungry, 8c. 
And ſaith our Saviour, /at,'10.41. Hee that 
recerveth a Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſhall 
receive a Prophets reward;and he that yecerveth a 
Righteous man inthe name of a Righteons man , 
ſhall recerve a Righteous mant reward, As by re- 


; Cerving 


ME. 


declaring , that the Kingdome of Heaven was \Matth- 25 


34335, 
| 
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| 


| 


| 


[ceive as relieve chem ; is meant,rhat ſurpaſſing 


promiſe of God made to all thoſe, who in faith 


trons 4n, 15 to ſhew kindneſs ro him for his 
Righteouſneſs ſake ; ſo by recerving 4 Prophet 
1 the name of a Prophet, 1s not only a regeiving 
of his neflage and Miniſtry, but alſo areceiv- 


either ih entertaining of him, or contributing to 
his needs and necefluies, and that as hee is a 
Miniſter 6f the Goſpel, And by the Prophets 
and Righteous mans reward,which ſuch ſhall re- 


and excellent weight of Glory in Heaven, which 
cannot bee expreſſed by the tongue of men 6r| 
Angels. Not thattheir works of charity do me-| 
ric that Glorious reward, but in regard of the} 


apply themſelves co the pradtiſe of good works. 
Obj. 6 Many there are who make a grear 


profeſſion of Religion, bur manifeſt lirtle pow-| - 


er thereof 1n their lives, being as backward to a- 


_—_ 
bd 


( eood work;and as barren therein as any who- 
oever- | 


this objeRton, than in anyT have yer met with-| 
all.. For I cannot bur acknowledge, there are 
too many whoſe leaves of profeſſion are very 
broad, but heir fruirs of charity and liberali- 
| ry are very ſmall ; who ate a ſhame to Religi- 
on, 2 reproach ro Chriſtianity, and a ſcandal ro|. 
profeſſion. | 


| whereas many who make a profeſſion of Reli- 
Bion,. are barren in good works: queſtionleſs 


Anſw. 1 muſt confeſsthere 1s more truth in 


Bue this may bee taken for an anſwer , Thar 


—— 


coiving & Rightcons man, in the name of a Righ- | 


ing of his perſon,by ſhewing kindneſs unto him, | 


they are no fincere Chriſtians,no true converts 


- but 
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c3, as che Apoſtle St. Paul ſpeaketh, Therefore 
whoſoever hee beerthar having this worlds goods 
doth make a profeſſion of Religion , and yer] 
(huccerh up his bowels of compaſhon from his' 
poor brother, and will not communicate to- 


bur meer outſide profeſſours, For moſt certainy., | 
it 1s, thar the eleft of God put 0» bowels of mer- Col. 3333+] 


\ 


| feWe 


wards Its neceſſicies, let his profeſſion bee ne- 
ver ſo ſpecious and Glorious in the eyes of men, 
yet certainly hee is bur a rotten profeſlor , 
and diſſembling hypocrite inthe fight of God ; 
for laith the Apoſtle St. James, Pure religion , 
and undefiled before God, and the Father, us this, 
to v1fit the Fatherleſs and Widdows 1 ther afflic- 
tzon ; Implying, that works of charity are clear 
evidences of rhe truth of our Religion, and of 
che ſincerity of our profeſſion, If you look into 
che ſcripture , you ſhall ſcarce read of a man 
cruly Godly,but hee was charicable, nay,accor= 
ding to his eminency in Godlineſs, hee was e- 
minent in wotks of charity, ro inſtance in ſome 


Abraham, the Father of che faithful, as hee 
was eminent in Godlineſs, ſo was hee eminent 
in hoſpicality, which 1s one of che cobleſt works 
of Charity : For we read, how Abraham ſtood 
| at his Tent- door, and no ſooner ſaw ſtrangers paſ- 
| /ing by, but called them in, and gave them enter-+ 
[412 ent. 

As there was none like Job 1n his datesfor 
Piety and Godlineſs, of whom God himſelf 
oiyerh this teſtimony , That there was none like 
Job u» the earth , aperfelt and an upright mas , 


lone that feared Ged and eſchewed evil + So nei» 


' 
a. 


—_ 


Jam.1. 27-1 


| 


Gen,19.1» 
2 


————. 
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. ObjeGions againſt 


ch.z9. 13» 


A&, [0.3 


what hee ſaith of himſelf, The blefing of hin 
that was ready to periſÞ,came upon me ; i.e. I had 
many good prayers,and well-wiſhes from them, 
whom I had relieved in their low andperiſh- 
ingcondition, aud [ cauſed the Widdows heart to 
fing for joy ; 1. e. by my bounty and liberaliry 


A — 


_ gf 
ther was there any like Job for liberalicy. Note| - 


ro herin her neceſiity; I'gave her great Gauſe of 
hearty joy. And afterwards Jeb declareth. how 
hee had not,according to the manner of covetous 
and churliſh perſons, eaten his meat alone, with 
out giving part thereof to the hungry Orphans, 
Neither bad hee ſeen auy periſh for want of cloath-| 
wg : Under which expreſſions are mplied, his] 
readineſs tofeedthe hungry, and cloathe the 


[naked, with other like acts of charity. 


It is recorded to the perpetual praiſe and' 


rime of famine and perſecution, hee nor only 
hid the Prophets of God by fifty in a Cave , | 
from the cruelty of Jezabel, bit that alſo in! 
that extream dearin , there ſuſtained them 
with food, and ſupplied their neceſſtys. 

VVee read of Cornelins, who as hee was a 
Godly and devout man, ſo hee was very chari- 
rable, for rhe Spirit of God giveth this reſtimo- 
ny of hun, That hee was a devout man, and ont 
that feared God with all his houſe who gave mnch 
alms to the poor 5 Hee was nor only charitable, 
bur did abound in works of charity , groing 
wich alms to the poor. 

VVee likewiſe read of Gatus, who is recor- 
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ded to bee a Godly , VVealthy Citizen of Co- 


rinth, that hee did uſually in his houſe entertain, 
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cotnmendarion of 00d Obaaiah, that In the 
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lof his gfaces, as hisfaich,patience,long-ſuffers 


| Yea,wee read of Zachens, thatthough be- 
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| Ams-giving anſwered. 
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not only the Apoſtle St, Par, bur al 
{tans reſorting tothat Cicy. BEER 
' The Apoſtle St, Pan!, who was an holy, zea- 
ſous Chriſtian, was likewiſe charitable, for in 
his Epittle ro T1mothy ; reckoning up. ſome 


ſo all :Chrt- | 


ing,&c, hee mentions charity, © * 


1 . 


fore his converfion hee was a moſt coverous ex- 
rottioner, . yer after 'his\converhon, hee gave 


'|rhe half of his Goods co the poor, for ſaid hee , 


Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give tothe 
oor, I Tock PIIGE 
; Bur the m t remarkable,is the Charity of the 
Primitive Chrittians, who being converted by 
the Miniftry of the Apoſtles, and having em- 
braced the Chriſtian faith, ir is ſaid, that as m14- 
ny of them as were poſſeſſors of lands, dy houſes , 
ſold them, and brought the prices of the things 
that were ſold and laid them down't the Apoſiles 
feet, and diſtribution was made unto every man, 
according to his need, Thus you ſee 1t hath ever 


eleever.to bee charitable, And certainly who- 


DClet 


ſoever by a true and lively faith, feingrafted 


[into Jeſus Chriſt, canner bur be fruitful branch- 


es, bringing forth the fruits of mercy and com- 


I ſhall conclude therefore with a paſſage of 
a reverend Divine now with God, : 
Af the warld bath locked up thize heart, and 


congealed the bawels of thy compaſſion towaras the 
poor 3 let the blaze of thine outward profeſſion 
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been the property of a finzere Chriſtian,and crue 


paſſion , of charity and hberality cowards their | 
[poor brethren, | 


Rom, 16. 
23» / 


2 Tim.z, 
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Luk, 19.8, 
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Mr. Robert 
Bolton,in | 
his Direc- 
tions for a 
comforta= 
ble walk- 
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obje&ions againſt, oc. 


| ſentations of external holineſs never ſo demurely , 


| keep the times and tacks of daily dntier, with ne- 


[fr atus, and artificial fervency in Prayer ; for all 
[ehis, if the holy heat of bratherly Ivve doth not | 


| difſalve thy frozen-heartedneſs this way , and en« 


ſhine never ſo fair ; manage the heartleſs repr- Y 


wer ſo great auſterity ; nay, theugh thos bee able 
to amaze weaker Chriſtians with ſome affeted 


w4rm thine heart, and upon occaſion work_affe(l;- 
ouately and effeflnally ; I dare ſay, thou art rot- 
ten at the heart-reot, there is no true love of God 
in thee, no grace, no hope of [alvation, | 
Let that terrible and flaming place againſt all 
covetous Phariſees, Fob. 3.14. Whoſo haththis 
| worlds goon! ,ond ſeeth bis brother hath need , and: 
ſhutteth up bis bowels of compaſſion from him, how | 
dwelleth the love of God wm him ? Let it, I ſay, 


large the howels of pity towards thy poor brethren 
of Chrift Jeſus, or elſe never look, bereafter to look | 
him in the face with comfort, or to finde mercy at 


that day. | 


—— 
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[DIRECTIONS 


What Part of our eſtate, we ſhould des | 


| (exrendingeven to them that hate and perſecute 
| #9) doch make us, as bis Childrew, like our hea- | 
|wvenly Father, Mat.5. 44,4 546,48. AS Hatmg | 
{and Hwrting their neighbours, is che mark of | 
the Children of the Devil{'Jþ.8.44.) ſo Lov- 

"g and Ding Good,is the mark of rhe Chilgren 


axter's 


: 


Shewing 


vote to Charirable uſes. 


Ina Letter to the Authour of the fore*going | 
SERM ON. are 


Moſt Dear, and very mnch ench | 
Honoured Brother, ©. TI 
dana QE$s Ven the Philoſopher harh raughr 
SRD mee 10 to eſteem you, © who 
ſaid, that hee 55 likeſt God, who 
DD needeth feweſt things to himſelf , 
SOULS and doth moſt good for others. 
And Chriſt telleth us , that #»:verſal charity , | 


- 
N iS \ *\ 


\ 


k 


God; And it is obſervable,char no one-treat- 
eth ſo copionſly and patherically of Love ( Horb 
of Chififts love to us , and ours to lim) as tne 
blefſed Difciple , whom Jeſus is ſaidrohave e- 
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Mr. Baxters direftons what part of ox7 


| auch" 
| honony co your ſacred 
| char God harh ſo enlarged and drayn our your 


AS it 1s matter of much pe, 
Mlenſwrero Us youu brechren, 'and of much 
EHihgand Profetfion , 


heart to Chabity ant Beneficence; and given you 
ſo mychof,tne genuine nzture-of betftt 
avity lk you ſalike che DINE 
leevers, =, | 

Ic hath often pleaſed mee to hear how dearly 
you Were ibeloved, - by. that exceeding. greg: 
and populous Parifh.,. where lately you were 
Preacher,for your eminent Charity to their ſozls 
and bodies | And to fee'thar fill You rake. ir for 
your very work.and calling”, tobee exemplari! 
liberal your ſelf, and to bee a prowoker of other: 


|rto Leve and to Good Works, Heb. 10.24: whileR 


many that are taken for good Chriſtians, dv deal 
In ſuch'works as Rayittes or Recreations , only a 
litele now-and then upon rhe by. and whiteRt $a- 
tans. Miniſters are provpking others to Hatred 


land ro.Hartfulneſs. . > \ 


YourTabour 1s ſo.'amuable to mee, that ic 
would contribute to ,my comforts, if 1 were a- 
ble to contribute any thing. to your-afliftance. 
|  Youdefire mee co give you my judgement 
of your quota pars; what proportron uhgs npeet for 


Tenth Part of their encreaſe bee not ordinarily 4 


fie proportion. ed 
The: reaſon why. I.-uſe not to anſwer ſuch 


"i 


Queſtionswichout much ditinguiſhing.,( when 


lazy. impatient Readers would have.them: an- 
ſwered in'a word), is, becauſe the real diffe- 
rence of particular caſes is ſo great, y a$ maketn 
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much pegce to yon, ſo of 


e Be- 


| moſt. men to devote to Charitable nſes, whether the | 
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eſlate,we ſhould devote to charitable uſes. . "WF 1 
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it zeceſſary unleſs wee will deceive men, or 
leave rhe matrer as dark and unreſolved as wee 
fou nd 1 oh | | 
I. Before I anſwer your Queſtion, 1I ſhall 
premiſe, that I much approve of the way which 
you.infilt upon , of ſetting (0 much conſtantly as 
part as 1s fit for us to give ,, that it may bee taken 
by ns, to be 4s a devoted. or conſecrated thing, And 
mee thinks thar there is much of a Divine Di- 
re&on for the time, in 1 Cor. 16, 1,2, together 
| with the praRiſe of che antient Church, | 7hat 

upon the firſ# day of the week, every one lay by bums | 
in flore, as God hath proſpered him, And it will 
domuch to cure Phariſaical ſabbarizing, when 
the. Lords Day is ſtatedly uſed im this, with holy 
works ; and will teach Hypocrites co know 
what this meaneth, 7 will have mercy and not ſa- 
crifice, Mat, g. 13+ and13. 7, And that works 
of Charity are an odour, a ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice 
acceptable and well pleaſing to God , who of the 
fiches of his Glory in Chriſt, will ſupply all the need 
of ſuch ,” as bring forth ſuch fruit ro abound unto 
therr account,Phi,4.17.18,19.ſoir be done with- 
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our any enſnaring vows, or raſh ingagements co 
unneceſſary rhings 3 this conſtant ſecring a pare 
2 certain proporcion for pioxs and charitable uſes, 
will have theſe advancages: 

1 ' Our diftribucion will bee made deliberate- 
lyand prudently, when before-hand wee ttudy 
a due proportion , and determine accordingly; 
whereas they thar give only occaſionally as lome' 
 obje& ſudde -ly invireth them, will doit ar ran- 


| dome,withour due reſpe& to their own accounts, | 
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whether che proportion given bee aniwerable | 
«+ | 70 
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Mr, Baxrters directions what part of our 
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[he P:oportton of our gifts. 


ro. chem'own eftace and duty. 
..2 This fared way will make mens charity 
| much more extexſive : When obje&s of charity 
j ate not intheir fight, they will inquire after 
rhzm, and tbey will ſeek for the-needy, if the 
needy ſeek not unto them.: becauſe they have 
fo mach\by rhem to diſpoſe of ; whichis:devo- 


| tedto God. Bur thoſe who gjve bur as vccafio- 


nal' obje& draw it fronthem , will give to 


| none bur.cho{erhar crave; or will paſs by many 


as needy; whom they ſee nor;zwhile they relieve 
only thoſe few that they-h13p to ſee. 

3 'Andit will make ons chariry alſo ro bee 
| wore conſtant, and done obeditently as a Chrifti- 
ans daily work and duty; when oc6a/ioval cha- 
74:y Will bee more rarely and #nconftanthly Exer- 
ciſed. Ina word, as the obſervation of the 
Lords Day , Which is a ſtared properuon of 
time, ſecurerh the holy improvement of our 
time, much better than if God bee ſerved but 
occaſionally, without a ſtated time ; and as a 
conftans Ftated courſe of Preaching , excelleth 
| meer occafraval exhortations ; even ſo a conſtant 
courſe of Grumg, wiſely ſtated , will finde out 
objeas, and overcome temptations, and di(- 
charge our Duty with much more inteeriry and 
ſucceſs, And if wee can eaſily perceive that 9c- 
caſional Praying will nor fo well diſcharge the 
| duty of prayer, as a conſtant ſtated courſe will 
do; Why ſhould wee not think the ſame of oc- 


\Groing according to our ability , 1s as ſure and 
great a duty as Praying,Now to yourQueſtion of 
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| 


caſronal Giving , if men did bur perceive that| 


| 3. Between them whoſe increaſe is like to 


[hand : and thoſe that live wherethe poor are in 


| 10. 31, Lake 18, 33. The Queſtion there- 


—_— 


11- Wee muſtdiſtinguiſh, 


ſupply their own, and cheir families true neceſ- 

fries, and rhoſe rhart have more. 

2 Berween them that have a ſtock money 

Which yieldeth them no increaſe, and thoſe that 

rat more increaſe by theirlabour , bur liccle 
OCRe | | | 


bee conſtant, and theirs char is #ncertain, ſome-| 
rlme more, and ſometime leſs. 

4 Berween them that have ma») childres, or| 
near kindred, that nature caſterh upon them for| 
relief ; and thoſe that have few or no children,} 
or have a competent proviſion for them , and | 
have few needy kindred that they are eſpecial- 

ly obliged to relieve. 

5 Between thoſe rhat live in t:mes and pla- 
ces Where the neceſſities of the poor are very 
oreat , .or ſome grear Works of Piery are in; 


no grear neceſſity, and no conſiderable oppor- 
runity for any great work of Piety or charity 
doth appear. Theſe diftinaions premiſed, I an- 
ſwer as followerh. | 

x. Ic 1s certain that every true SanQified 
Chriſtian, hath Devoted himſelf and all that hee 


will, and for hisglory, x Cor. 6, 19,20. 1 Cor. 


' 1 Berween them that have no more chan will | 


beth to God , tobee uſed in obedience to his| 


foreis nor , whether che Terth part of our e- 
Rare ſhould bee devored to, and imployed in the 
ſervice of God, one way or other, as hee Dt - 


regerh us : For ir is our of Queſtion thar all is 
| Re = NR 7 
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fear e,we fhould devote to charitable ” 4 03 
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Mr.Baxters direitions what part of our | 


his, and wee are but his ſtewards, and muſt give 
account of our tteward{hip, and of all ourre- 
ceivings ( Mat. 25-) Burthe Queſtion is on- 
ly what proportion 1s beſt pleaſing to God in 
our giving ro others ? : 

2 A Chriſtian being unfeignedly thus re- 
reſolved in the General, ro lay out that hee hath 
or ſhall bave, as God would have him , and to 
his glory (as near as heecan ; ) his nexrinqui- 
ry muſt bee ( for finding out the will of God ) 
to know in the ordinary conrſe of his diftriburi- 
on, where God hath gone: before him by any 
| particular preſcript, and tied him to 9x2 certarn 
way of giving, and where God bath only given 
him ſome general. Direthion , and left him to 
diſcern his Duty in parttculars, by that general 
Rule, and the further dire&ion of objetts and 
providence , And in this inquiry hee will finde, 

1 Thar God hath firſt preſcribed ro him 1n 
Natare, the neceſſary ſuſtentation of his own 
flife. And- COS EA 
| 2 The neceſſary maintenance of his chil- 
drett and family. HH fy 
| 3 The neceſſary maintenance of the Preache 
[ers of the Goſpel,for the worſhip of God, and 
the ſalvation of men, 1 Cor, 9. Phil.4;10,11, 
14,17,18, Lsk.10,7.1 Tim. 5: 17,18- 

4 The neceſſary maintenance of the Come | 
men-wealth ', and paying tribute to the higher 
Powers, ho are the Mimſters of God to u4 for 
Tood: attending continually upon this very thing, 
Rom. I 3. 416« = £00 SER . 

5 The ſaving of the lives of thoſe that are 
in apparent danger of famine or pegiting 
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| eſtate,we ſhould devote to charitable ies, 


end ( the greateſt good ) that even when God 
. 
|ſeemeth to have preſcribed to us the way of our 


- 
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wichin our ſight or reach, 1 Joh,3.17 , Lake 10, 
33. Thusfar God bath preſcribed'co us, how 
hee would have us uſe onr eftares in an ordina- 
ry way. In many other things hee hath lefrus 
| to More General DireAions. 

3 To know among good works,which is to be 
preferred ; it principally concerneth #s nexr 
to knoiv, what works do moſt contribute to our 
chiefeſt ends ? which God 15 moſt hononred by ? 
which tend to the greateſ# good ? And here wee! 
(hall finde that carerss paribes, 
I TheSouls of men are to be preferred before 
their Bodres.in eftimarion and intention: Bur 
in t278e, the Body is oft to bee preferred before 
the Soxl, becauſe if the Body bee ſuffered to 
periſh, the helping of the Sozl will bee paſt ou: 
ower. 

2 Ando the Charchis finally and: eſftimative- 
ly to bee preferred before the Common-wealth ; 
bur the Common-wealth muſt bee firſt ſervedin 
time, When It is neceflary to the Churches 
ſupport and welfare : For che Church will elſe 
periſh with the Common-wealth, 

| 3 The good of many is to bee preferred be 

fore the Good of few , and prblick good to beef 
valued above private, Rgm. 943. | 

4 A continued good 18 greater than a ſhort 
and tranficory good. And ſo neceſlary 1sit to 
have chief reſpef in all our works to our chrefeſt 


| 


expenſes, yer that 1s but as to our ordinary 
conrſe for if in an extraordinary Caſe 1t fall, thar 
azother way is more to Goas glory and the: com- 
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| che ſaving of our /zver. A good ſubjet will loſe 
{ his life ro ſave the life of his King; and a goed 
{ Son/dzer will dye toſave his General, or the Ay- 


{to ſave the life of a Paſtor that 1s greatly uſe- 
| ful, If a poor ordinary Chriſtian then had been 
| ſo pur to 1tzrhar either Pas! or Hee muſt fanuſh, 


mou good, 1t muſt bee then preferred, For all 
met: 1s to be judged of by the exd, and choſen, 
ind uſed for it, For example, if the good of 
Church and Commun-wealth, or of the ſouls of 
many do ſtand up againtt the corporal proviſiou 
for our childres or families, it 1s ro bee prefer- 
red ; which 1s eafily proved 4 forte, becanſe 
t isto bee preferred before 0H7 Own good z even; 


my, And a uſeleſs member of the Chutch 
ſhould bee content rodye, if ir bee neceſſary 


no doubt bur his altmate end would have com- 
manded him to prefer the Apoſtle before him- 
ſelf; ſo that in extraordinary caſes, the ed| 
and greateſt good muſt bee our guide. 

4 Though I may ordinarily prefer my own 
lif:before anothers, yer I mult nor preter my 
meer delight not health , before anothers life :; 


| cheir children, "before the lives of others. yet 
the life of a poor neighbour ( ceteris paribas ) 
muit bee preferred and provided for, before the! 
portzons of your own children, and before the 


And though men muft provide for the /tves of | 


1 ſupply of theirzo&:rable wants : So that as long 
] as there are poor about you, chat ars in neceſſity 
of food ro ſave their iver,the portions or comlieſt 
clothing of your children, muſt rather bee neg- 
| lefed , than the poor bee ſuffered to periſh. 


\ 


| Howelſe dp Tlove my neighbour as my ſelf, 1f 
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1 make ſo great 4 difference between my ſelf and 
him? | £o | 

5 Even the food and razment, and other we- 
ceſſaries Which a Chriſtian #ſe:h himſelf, hee 
muſt xſe for God, and not for his carnal [elf ar 
all ;, nocraking ic as his 9w#, which hee m1y uſef 
ar and for his own pleaſure , but as. parr of bis| 
Maſters goods, which are all to bee uſed only 


as a ſervant, onthe ſame account with the reſt, 
Sothar when I devote all that 1 have to God, ] 


my food and raiment, rhar 1 do more confi- 


dently intend the ſerving of God with that ,| 
|than with the reft , becau'e it 15 more in my] 


' power, and there is In it more of my duty. The 
FS & Maa? 4 ' 
'!ſame I may fay of that which 15g1iven. to our 
children and other relations. 
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you are bound ( for God, and nor for your 
ſelves) to retain ſo much rhe more co your 


ble, that thoſe others, Noulddo God leſs ſervice 
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for his ſervice. Asa fteward,thar when hee giv- 
| . Th : x 

eh every ſervant his pare, and taketh his aws 
part, 1t 1 no: as If it were primarily. his own, but | 


amſo farfrom exceptizg my own pare, even 


6. Therfore when more of the ſervice axd 17-1 


1 
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| 


tereft of God, lieth upon your 9w», or your chul- | 
| dreas uſing of his talents,rhin upon other mens, 


a "—weap& wh 


ſelves and children, Iris a fond conceit. that al 
| manis bound to give all ro others , tarher chan, 
ro himſelf ot children,, when 1c 18: molt proba-|: 


with ir, than himſelf or his children would da :} 
As ſuppoſe ſuch a man as Mr, Eltr'itn New-En- 
gland. (that devorerh biſelt ro the Convezl- 
on of the 1adiavs ). had riches ,, when fome 


neighbour Miniſters were poaf, . that are tnga-} 
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88 Mr. Baxters dire#1ons what part of onr 


coed in no ſuch work:He that knowerh that God 
1hath given him a heart and an opportunity to do 
him more ſervice with it than another would 
[do, is not bound to pur it out of his own hands 
inco anothers, that is leſs like to bee a faithful 
improver of ir. If you have a ſon of your own 
thar1s a Preacher of the Goſpel, and is more 
able and ſerviceable than other Miniſters in e- 
ual want,no doubt you have then a double ob- 
ligacionto relieve your own ſon before another ; 


to God, If other men are bound to ſupply your 
[oaks for the work and :ntereft of the Goſpel, you 
are nor: bound to give away your own ſupplies , 
co the diſabling you from your work ,- unleſs 
when you ſee a greater work , or the preſent ab- 
|ſol#te neceſſity of others, doth require it, 

It is :mprudent and unſafe, andtherefore 
wnlawful, ordinarily, to tye your ſelf wncharng- 
ably for continuance, to any oxe particular way 


as hee is your Soz,and as hee 1s more ſerviceable| 


> of uſing your eftates for God : As to vow that 
you will give it co Miniſters , or co the poor, 
or toſchools &c. becauſe the changes'may bee 


way to bee one year neceſſary , which before 
was not, ' andſo change your duty. Wee can- 
niot preſcribe ro God what way hee ſhall ap- 


——_—___. 
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ee that hath no more than is neceſſary 


ee " 


7 the free ieprovs ence muſt tell us. 
Bt 


| tothe very..þreſervation of his own /ife and his 


. 
{ 


this —_—____ 


ſuch which God will make, as ſhall make thar 


{ point us fot the fururezro uſe his ralents in. His 
#ord bids us prefer the greateſt good ; but which 


miles, 18 nor boutid to g1ve to others (unleſsin 
þ w > w# ' . _—_— * + FF, " = 
| | ome extraotdinary caſe, which callerh-him p 
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| bound nor onely to give all that the fleſh can 


[Hy to retrench all unneceſſary expenſes, and to 


uld devote to, 


. s ” 


| 


aged In publick works , may 


of many pounds, 


them» cannot give ſo much ( proportionably ) 
to other poor, as thoſe are bound to do thar 
have few or none : For theſe are bound togive| 
all,excepr their perſonal neceſlaries, to publick 
plous, or charitable works, becauſe God cal- 
lerh not for it any other Way. - 

10 Topamper the fle(h, is a fin as well in 
che Rich,as inthe Poor: The Rich therefore are 


ſ>are,when ir's own inordinare defires are ſatise 
fed bur ro deny themſelves, ana mortifie the fleſh, 
and bee 200d husbands for God, and ſtudiouſ- 


live Leboxr1ouſly and Thriftily, that they may 
have the more todo good with. Iris agreat 


ſeem when they are bur the /cavixgs of the fleſh, 
and are given out of mens abundance, and 
when wee offer that to God, that coſterh ns #0- 


caſe, Luke 21: 1, 2, 334. comparing the R:ich 


k good: ) And|- 


ed of many huxdreds a year, as| 


aq off that have many children to provide|_ 
for, ' or poor kindred that nature caſteth_on| 


extenuation of the largeſt gifts, as to Gods e-| 


thing ; As-Chriſt doth purpoſely derermine the] 


mans gifts, With the Widdows two mes , 
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Mr. Baxters direZ5op5 what part of our [ 


| — 


{ts expreſſed in ir,and how much it e2feth our own 


hee ſaid, Of «a trnth Z ſay unto yon, that this poor | 
iddow bath caft in more he 7 all © Fo all 
theſe have of their abundance caſt in unto the offer- 
| 1xgs of God ;but ſhe of her perry,hath caſt is all the 
lying that (he bad (thatis , all the flock ſhee | 
{ had before-hand,though fhee had necd of it her 
ſelf) Ir is a very conhiderable rhing in. our 
charity, haw much wortification and ſelf-derial 


fieſh, to give to others. And therefore they thar | 
chinkthey are excuſed from doing good to others, |. 
{2s lang as they bave any need of it themſelves,and 

will give nothing but what they have #0 need of 
(it being nor of abſolute neceſſity ro their /i2es ) 
do offer a ſacrifice of no great value in the | 
eyes of God, Whar then ſhall wee ſay of them, 
that will not give even out of their abundance, 
and chat which withour any ſuffering chey may 


ſpare, 


4 11 Thefirlt and principal thing co bee done 


þ 
1 


by one,that would give asGod would have him, 
is, to get a rraely charitable beart , which con- 
raineth all cheſe parts, | 
1 Thar wee ſee God in his needy crea-| 
turef, and in his cauſe or work tnat needs our 
lp. 
4 That wee bee ſenſible of his abundanc 
loye inChriſt to us,in giving pardon and ereinal 
life; and char from the ſenſe of chis our thank- 
ful hearts are movedrodo good to others. 
2 That therefore wee do it ulcimarely, as to 
Chriſt himſelf; who raketh that which is done 
far his cauſe and ſervants, as done to him, 
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hd 
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| God and goodneſs, and nor according to (elf- 


4 That wee conquer the curſed ſin of ſe/f-] 
iſhneſs, which makes men litle regard any bur 
rhemſelves. 

5 That wee love our Neighbours as our 
ſelves, and love moſt, where there 1s molt of} 


intereſt ; And that as members of the ſame Bo- 
dy,wee take our brethrens wants and ſufferings 
as our own, and then we ſhouldbe as ready to 
help chem as our ſelves, _ w_ 

6 That wee know the vanity of worldly rich- 
es, and bee no: earthly-minded, but regardth 
intereſt of God and our ſouls, above all the rrea 
ſures of rhe world. | 
7 That wee unfeignedly believe the pro-' 
miſes of God, who hath engaged himſelf ro' 
provide for us, and everlaftingly to reward us 
in glory-with himſelf, If theſe ſeven qualifica- 
tions bee wrought upon the Heart, good works 
will plentifully follow. Make bur the tree 
800d, and the fruic will bee good, But when: 
{che Heart 1s void of the root and life which 
ſhould produce them,the Judgement will not be 


all pinchingly and hypocritically , with unwil- 
lingneſs and diftruſts 


it is evident that to do them ſincerely and hear- 
rily asour crade and buſineſs, it is neceſſary rhat 
the whole ſoul bee thus renewed, by faith, and 
love, and {elf-demal, and mortification, and by a 


perſwaded char ſo much is neceſſary, and requi-| 
redof us; andthe wil.,ic ſelf will fill hang 
back, and bee delaying ro do good, and doing] 


No wonder if 900d works are ſo rare, when 


and 
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{ 


and works of the new creature ( which, is alas, 


| roorare in the world-:-). Forwee are his work- 
| mwan-ſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works,| 


which God hath befors ordained , that wee ſhould 
welt 1» them. Eph, 2. 10. Therefore our firſt 
and chiefeft labour ſhould bee ro bee ſure that 
wee are furniſhed wich ſuch hearts, and then if 
| wee have wherewith to do good, fuch hearts will 


the time and meaſure , as a healthful mans ap- 
petite will in caring : For'they will rake ir for 
a Mercy and happineſs ro dogood , and knoy , 
char it2s they thar give, that are the great re- 
cetvers. It 1s but a little mony or alms, that 


| 


which tsin this lifea hundred: fold ( in value) 


ard in the world to come eternal ife , Mar, 19, 
ſuch a heart is accepted, as if wee had giver as 


a heart thar would give theuſanas if you hadit, 
God will fet down upon your account, fo ma-| 


[wy thouſands given (indefire,) Your two mites| 
ſhatl bee valued above all che ſ\uperfluicies of 
| ſenſual worldtings : Far sf there bee firſt a wil- 


ling minde, it 1s accepted according to that a 
man bath, and not accoraing to that hee hath not ; 


[+ Cor $.1 2, But God cakerh nor char for a wil- 
my minde, which onely ſaith, [ wonld give rf / 


fhonld ſuffer nothing by#t ney ſelf, or were ſure 1 
ſhould not want: But that which ſairh,7 will ſerve 
Ged as well as I can with my eſtate while I have 
a, and deny my fleſh, thet I may bave to do good 


| bee fure ro doit; ſuch: hearts will beſt diſcern} 


the poor receive of us, bur ic is Gods accep- | 
rance, and favour, and reward that wee recetve, | 


29. Bur if wee have bur [tle or nothing to grve,| 


much as wee deſire to grve z ſo that if you have | 


| 


| 


| 


AE ee ee 


| 
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|diſcern-the fiteſt objefts, and the fitteſt time , 
Jand the fitteſt meaſure, and will ſait the means 


_ . [one wayoor other, will ferye God with ba eſtate ; 
'Jand the if in aty'particulars. * hee ſhould 
| come ſhort it will comparatively” bte' a very 


with, and truſt God for my proviſion aad reward; 
for if there beg a readineſs 10 will, there will bee a 
performance alſs out of that which you have ; 

2 Cor; 8,11. CaO ; 

12 Sxch a holy ſelf- denying Charitable heart , 
with the help of prudence, is the beſt Tndge of the 
due Proportion which wee ſhould grve > -For this 
willixg readineſsbeing ſuppoſed , Prudence will 


4 


unto. the exd : When once a mans heart is ſet 
upert dozng-good , it Will not bee very hard: to 
perceive how much our ſelves, ' our families, 
the poor, and religious uſes ſhould have ; for 
if ſuch a perſon bee Pradent himſelf, hee hath 
alwaies with him, 4 conſtast Conncellour, with 
a general Rule, and direfing Providence: If hee 
want Prudence (ufficient'to be his own Direfor ,; 
hee will rake Direion from the Prudence of 0- 
7 ey | 
' 13 Such a truly willing minde , will not bee | 

| 


much wanting in the. General, of doing good, but 


all ſin; when it is not for want of willingneſs 
but of skill; The will 1s the chief ſeat of all 
moral good 'and evit: There is no more virtue 
than there is w1/l, norino'more ſi or v18e , than 
there is will. Hee that knoweth not how much 
hee ſhould give, becauſe hee 1s not willing to. 
give it,” and therefore not willing to know ir, 


Is indeed the miſer and ſinfully ignorant; but if 
it bee nor. for want of a willing mnde that wee 


| 
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Ls 


miſtake the proportion, 1c will bee a very pats 
|. donable miſtake, x9 | 

' 14 Your proportion of the Tenth part, istoo 
| w2ch for ſome, and mach too little for others, but| 
for the meſs, 1 think it u3 as likely a proportion as 
it 1s fit for another to preſcribe in particular, with 
theſe following explications. 

_ I Heethar hath a full Rock of mony, and 
no #:creaſe by ic, muſt give proporcionably out 
of his ſfock ; when hee that hath lictle or no 
ockz but the fruits of his daily induftry and 
labour, may poſſibly bee bornd. co give leſs 
chan che other. 

2. It is nor the Tenth of ong zncreaſe, deduc- 
cing firſt all our families proviſion, that you 
mean when you dire& to give the Tenth (for 
it is far more, if nor all, that afrer ſuck provi- 
fion muſt bee given; ) Bur it istche Texth 
withaut deduCtion that you mean : Therefore | 
when family zeceſſaries cannor ſpare the Tenth, 
it may bee coo much { elſe even the Receiv- 
ers muſt all. vee Givers 3.) Bur when famly 
neceſſities can. ſpare much more than. the Tezth , 
then the:Te: oh is not enough. . . 

3 Inthr5ſe places where Cherch, and State 
and poor, are all to bee maintained by free 
oife , the;re the Tenthof our increaſeis far roo| 
lictle, For thoſe thathave any thing conſidera-| 
ble to \ pare, to give to all theſe ufes. 
Thi-g 1s apparent in'thar'theTenthralone were} 
.| not rhoughc enough even in the'time of che 
| Law, to give towards the publick worſhip of 
God. : For befide the Tenths, there were the| 
fir &fcuics, and oblarions, and many ſorts of (a- 


ad ke. 
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| norhing 'avainſt God or man to blame _— 


| crifices; and yet at the ſame time, the IJ 


S eſtate,we ſhould devote to charizable uſes, 
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were to bee maintained by liberal gifts beſides 
che Tenths ; An.|though wee read not of much 
given rothe maimenance of their Rulers and 
Magiſtrates, before they choſe ro havea King, 
yet afterwards wee read of much ; And before, | 


on alt, 


ftry is maintained by Glebe and Tythes, which 
are none of the peoples gift ar all ; for hee thar 
ſold, or leaſed chem their lands, did ſuppoſe 
that Tyrhes were to bee payed our bf i ir, and 
therefore rhey paid a Tenth part leſsfor it, tn 


ſhould have done ; : ſorhatT reckon, thar moli 
of them give little or nothing ro the Miniſter at | 
all. Therefore they may the betrer oive {0 
mmnchthe more co the needy, and to other chari- 
table 'uſes. Bur where 2459ifter, and Poor, and 
all are mxintained by the peoples contriburion, 

rherethe 'Tenths are too little for the whole 
work, s but yet to 9w9ſt,or very many, the Tenths ; 
to the Poor aloze, beſides, rhe mamtenance of 


[che Miniſtry and State, may poſſibly: bee more 


than they are able cogtve. The Tenchs-even | 
among the Heathens, were given in many pla-. 
cesto \cheit Sacrtfices, Prieſts, and to Religions : 


Publick,, Cevil works beſides all their privare 


'e hari to the Poor, 

I finde in Diog. Laertins, (16.1, pag. ( mb ) 
32. thar Piftratus rhe Atheman Tyranr, prove 
Ing to Sol5x (in his Epiſtle to him) thar hee had 


_——— 


\Purcheſe, Fines, or Rents, than otherwiſe they | 


the charges of Wars and publick works, tay Wy 


In moRt places with us, the 1 oublick Mini-! ; 


| 
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| 


but for taking the Crown ; telling him, that he; 


| Communibus, & ſi quando bellam contra nos in-| 


| common profits, aud if war at any time invade us, 


| uſes, ſo ir feems rhart ar firſt che Chriſtian Eme 


| of the porr, as well as for the Iinfters, and | 
| Church-ſervice, and wrenſils, For to all theſe 


| | 
. |farmes char were given to the Church, were| 


(asche guardian of thepoor : And the gle 
{required that che Tyches ſhould be rhas diſpo- 
|fed of bythe Clergy ; #0 tanquam proprie, ſed | 
| domino oblate : And the Emperour Juſtinian 


| ita ſwnt fibs adſcribant.ſed m neceſſarios Eccleſia 
' | uſms impendant ;, 1, 43. c. de Epiſc, & Cler. 


} 


cauſed chem to keep the ſame Laws which So-! 


| {on gave them, and thar betrer chan the popu- 
[lar Government could have done, doth in- 


ance thus : Arhemenſrum ſinguls decimas fru-l 


gum ſuarnn ſeparant, | non in uſus noſtros con- 


ſumendas, vernm ſacrificuis publicis, commodiſg, 


graerit,” in ſumpris depmandas; thatis, Every 
one of the. Achenians do ſeparate the Tythes of 
their frautsy not to bee conſumed to our uſes , but 


to defray the charge in publick ſacrifices,and inthe 


| And Plaxtns ſaith, it decimans ſolveret Hercn- 
li, Indeed as among che Heatnens the Tyrhes 
were -conjunaly given for Religions and Civil 


perouts ſetled them on the Biſhops for che uſe 


they were to bee divided, andthe Bihop was| 
JF): 


all employed -co-the ſame uſes: And the Canons| 


[? 


commanded the Biſhops , ne ea que eccleſirs re- 


11d, Albert, Rantz,, Metrop, 1.1. c. 2,0 ſax, 
1.6. c. 52. And Hierom ( ad Damaſ.) ſaith, 
Quoniam quicquid habent clerict. panperum eſt ; 
FF domns illoram omnibus debent efſe communes ; 


Dt mnnenmenny mmm | | — 15 
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Ip fyou lay by him in flare, as God hath proſpered 


| chat wee doit wichthe moſt ſelf=denying , holy, 


3 That ceterss _—_ . all things elſe being e 


| muſt bee lamented. 


—_—_———_ 


a. 


EE: ge: | ; | 
the proportion, 1 Cor. 16, 2. [ Let every One 


him. ]' And 2 Cor, $, 12, according to that 
4a man hath ; though there bee many intima- 
cions , that ordinarily. a Tenth part at leaſt 55 
requiſite, Fe 

IH. Having thus reſolved the queſtion of 


the quota pars, or proportion to bee oven, I ſhall} 


ſay alircle ro the queſtion, whether a man ſhould 
give moſt in his life time, or at his Death ? 
Anſw. x Its certain that the beſt work , is 
char whichis like todo woſt good, | 
2 But to make it beſt to ws, It is neceſſary 


charitable mide. 


qual, the preſent doing of a good work, is ber-| 
ter than to defer ir, 

4 Thar to do good only when you dye , be- 
cauſe then you can keep your wealth no longer , 
and becauſe then it coſteth you norhing to part 
with ir,and becauſe then you hope that ris thall 
ſerve inſtead of true Repentance and Godli- 
neſs; this is but to deceive your ſelves, and 
will do nothing to ſave your ſouls, though it 
do never {o much good to others. 

5 Thar heethar finfully negleReth in his 
life time ro do 200d, if heedo ir ar his dzath , 
from true repentance and converſion, it is hen 
accepted of God ; though the fin of his d-lay 


6 Thathee that delayerh it til] Dearth, not 
out of any ſelfiſhneſs, backwardneſs, or rnw1l- 


lingneſs, bur thac ths work may be rhe berter. & | 


© OR L 
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| lon gave them, and thar betcer than the popu-; / 
.{ lar Government could have done, _ dath 1n- 
| ſance- thus : Arhentenſuns finguls decimas fru- 


| common profits, aud if war at any time invade us, 


bur for caking the Crown ; celling him, that he; 
cauſed chem to keep the ſame Laws which So- 
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gum fuarnm (eparant, . non in uſus noſtros con- 
ſunendas,' verum ſacrifictts publicis, commodiſg, 
Communibus, & ſi quando bellam contra nos In 
graerit,” in ſumprns depmrandas;;' thatis,” Every 
one of the. Achenians ' do ſeparate the Tythes of 
their frauts, not to bee conſumed to oxr uſes , but 


to defray the charge in publick ſacrifices,and inthe 


| ——— = ————_—.  —_—_—_—_ 


And: Plawtss ſaith,. it deciman ſolveret Hercn- 
li, Indeed as among che Heathens the Tyrhes 
were -conjunaly given for Religions and Civil 
uſes, ſo ir ſeems that at firſt the Chriſtian Em- 


perouts ſetled them on the Biſhops forthe uſe 


P ) 


.of the poor, as well as for the Miniſters, and | 


' | Church-ſervice, and menſi!s, For to all theſe 


they were to bee divided, andthe Biſhop was | 


{asthe guardian of thepoor : Andtheglebe or 

 |[farmes char were given to the Church, were| 
fallemployed -co-the ſame uſes: And che Canons} 
{required that che Tyches ſhould be rhus diſpo-} 
|fed of byche Clergy; tov tanquam propria, ſed 
) 
: | ;la ſwnt ibs adſcribant. ſed m neceſſarios Eccleſia 
[ſus impendant ; 1. 43. c. de Epiſc, & Cler. 


domino oblate : And the Emperour Juſtinian 
commanded the Biſhops , ne ea que eccleſprs re- | 


11d, Albert, Rantz,, JMetrop, 1.1. c. 2,& ſax. 


& domis illorum omnibus debent efſe communes ; 


1.6. c.52. And Hierom ( ad Dama.) ſaith, 
Quoniam quicquid habent clerict panpernm eſt ; 


—————_ 
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a. 


| *ſtateywe fhowld devote to charitable uſes. | '9 
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the proportion % 1 Cor. 16, 2. | Let everyone 
| of you lay by bins in ſtore, as God hath proſpered 
him. )\' And 2 Cor, $. 12, according to that 
4 man hath ; though there bee many intima- 
cions , that ordinarily a Tenth part at leaſt ;s 
requiſite, ED 
IH. Having thus reſolved the queſtion of 
the quota pars, or proportion to bee given, I ſhall} 

ſay a-licle ro the queſtion, whether a man ſhowld 
' give moſs in his life time, or at his Death ? 
' Avrſw. 1 Itls certain that the beſt work, is 
| char whichis like todo woſt good. ; 
2 But to make it beſt to ws, it is neceſſary 
| that wee doit withthe moſt ſelf-denying , holy, 

charitable minde. Er 
3 Thar ceteris / orgy . all things elſe being e 
qual, the preſent doing of a good work , is ber-| 

| | cer than to defer it, 

4 Thar to do good ouly when you dye , be- 
cauſe then you can keep your wealth no longer , 
[ and becauſe then it coſterh you nothing to parc 
with ir,and becauſe then you hope that r1is ſhall 
ſerve inſtead of true Repentance and Godli- 
neſs; this is but to deceive your ſelves, and 
| will do nothing to ſave your ſouls, though it 
do never ſo much good to others. 7 6Y 
5 Thar heethar finfully negleR&eth in his 
| life time to do good, ifheedoir ar his dath , 
from true repentance and converſion; it 1s rhen 
accepted of God ; though the fin of his d-lay 
muſt bee lamented. 

'6 Thathee that delayerh ir till Death, not 
out of any ſelfiſhneſs, backwardneſs, or vrnvil- 

lingneſs, bur tharth2 work may be he berter. & | 
| H 2 do 
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(as the guardian of thepoor: Andtheglebe or 
| |farmes thae were given to the Church, were| 
-allemployed-co-the ſame uſes: And che Canons| 
{required chat che Tyrhes ſhould be rhus diſpoe| 
fed of by the Clergy; 0x tanquam proprie,. ſed | 
. | domino oblate : And the Emperour Juſtiniar 


: | ite ſent fibi adſcribant.ſed m neceſſarios Eccleſie 
' | aſus impendant ; 1, 43. c. de Epiſc, & Cler. 


} 


| commor profits, and if war at any tine invade us, 


but for taking the Crown ; celling him, that he; 
cauſed them to keep the ſame Laws which So- | 


|{on gave them, and thar betcer chan the popu-; 
[lar Government could have done, doth in-| 


ance: thus : Athentenfium ſinguls decimas fru-' 
gum fſnarum (eparant, | non in uſus noſtros con- 
ſunendas, ' vernm ſacrificis publicis, commodiſg, 
Communibus, & ſi quando bellum contra nos in- 
graerit,” 7 ſumpeus depmtandas 3 thats _ Every 
one of the. Achenians do ſeparate the Tythes of 
their frautsg not to bee conſumed to our uſes , but 


to defray the charge in publick ſacrifices and inthe 


| And: Plavens ſaith, it deciman ſolveret Hercn- 
li. Indeed as among che Heathens the Tyrhes 
were -conjunaly given for Religions and Civil 


| uſes, {o ir ſeems that ar firſt the Chriſtian Eme- 


perours ſetled them on the Biſhops forthe uſe | 
of the poor , as well as for the Mnifters, and | 


' | Church-ſervice, and wrenſils, For to all theſe} 


they were to bee divided , and the Biſhop was 


\commanded the Biſhops , ne ea que eccleſus re- 


[| 


wid, Albert, Rantz,, Jetrop, 1.1. c. 2.0 ſax, 


1.6.c.52. And Hierom ( ad Dama.) ſaith, 
Quoniam quicquid habent clerics panpernm eſt ; 
& domns illorum omnibus debent efſe communes ; 


| 
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| _ Pfate,00 FOR devore to charttable uſes. | 99 | 
the proportion , 1 Cor. I 6. 2. [ "Let every one | 
| *f you lay by hims in ſtore, as God hath proſpered 
him. | And 2 Cor, 8, 12, according to that 
4 man hath ; though there bee many intima- 
cions , that ordinarily a Tenth part at leaſt i5 
requiſite, | | 4 
IH. Having thus reſolved the queſtion of | 
the quota pars, or proportion to bee given, I ſhall] | 
ſay alitcle ro the queſtion, whether a man ſhould | -- 
give moſs in his life time, or at his Death ? 
' Avrſw. 1 Itls certain that the beſt work, is 
chat whichis like todo woſt good, ; 
2 Bur to make it beſt to ms, It is neceſſary 
| chat wee doit wichthe moſt ſe/f-dex:ng , holy, | 
charitable minde. | I. ua 
3 Thar ceteris / "wah . all things elſe being e 
qual, the preſent doing of a good work, is ber- I 
rer than to defer ir, 

4 Thar to do good only when you dye , be- 
cauſe then you can keep your wealth no longer , | 
and becauſe then it coſterh you norhing to pare 
with ir,and becauſe then you hope that t1is ſhall | 
ſerve inſtead of true Repentance and Godli- 
neſs; this is bur ro deceive your ſelves, and 
will do nothing to ſave your ſouls, though it! 
do never ſo much good to others. FE 
 s Thar heethar finfully negleReth in his 
life time ro do g00d, if hee do ir ar his dzath , | 
| from true repentance and converſion; it is rhen 
accepted of God ; rhough the fin of his d-lay | 
muſt bee lamented. 

6 Thathee that delayerh it till Death, not 
out of any ſelfiſhneſs, backwardneſs, or vnwil- 

lineneſs, bur tharthz work may be che berter. & | 
«| H 2 do 


TAL be ww Fringe ron a ates chw—_—_ - = Ine * 


A. acc. 1 > —— nd —— _——_ Ro a— — —— 
, v 
% 


ith. 


NW 


——T_——— —{ oc} ww CSS —___——— _ _ 


—_w 
i — 


-* 


100 Ar. Baxters direitions what part of our 


—_— —_——c 


Ls, DA AAh{toed 


; Ore re ei — or _—_— 


) do more good , dorh berter than if hee haſten-| 
. | eda lefler good. As if a man have a defire to 


ſer up a Free School for perpetuity , and. the 
mony Which hee hath is not ſufficient, 1f hee 


ood With greater ſelf-demal : For 


mony for himſelf, 


at death, are nor therefore cobee undervalued 


Came in his life time; ought to do It. 


:n anſwvering theſe Queſtions, I am fully ſatis 


. 


Ray cill his Death, thar ſo the. [improvement Of 
the mony may increaſe 1t , and make ir enough} 
for his inrended work ; thisis to do a greater 


1 Hee receiverhnone of the increaſe of the 


> And hee receiveth in his life time none of 
the praiſe or chanks of the work: 50 alſo) 1f a 
man thar hath no children, have ſo much land 
only as will maintain him, and deſirerh to give 
;+ all to charitable uſes when hee dyerh, _ this 
delay is not ar all to bee blamed, becauſe hee 
could not ſooner give it ; andif 1t bee nor in 
| vain-elory, bur wn love to God and to good 
works that hee leaverth it, it 15 truely accepta- 
ble at laſt, So that all good works that are done 


IV. But though Ihave ſpencall theſe words 


:d thatir is very few that are kept from doing 
ood. by any ſuch doubr or difficulty, in the caſe 
” rich falls their judgements 3 but. by the power 
of Gin, and want of grace, Which leaverh an 
unwillinoneſs,and backwardneſs on cheir hearts. 
Could wee tell how to remiove the impediments 


in i:ens wills, it would do more,than the clear- 
| elt! 


J 


nor are they reje&ed of God; bur ſomerimes| ' 


«« fallerh our that they are ſo much the greater 
| and better Works , though hee that ca do the 


— 


w—_—_ 


[year perhaps may bee roo little : Many a con- 
quering Army hath been maincained ac as cheap| 
a rate, asſuch an Army of Luſts ( or Garriſos 
[# leaſt) as keep poſſeſſion of ſome ſuch fami- 


ts, 


| eſtate,we ſhould devote to charitable uſes. 


CE Ins C——_—_—— 


IOq 


eſt reſolving all the caſes of Conſcience, which 
their judgements ſeem to bee. unſatisfied in, 
Ie tell you whar are the impediments in your 
way, that are harder tobee removed than all 
theſe difficulties, and yet muſt bee overcome 
before you can bring men to bee like true Chri- 
ſtians, 'r1ch in good works. | 


” 


x Moſtmenare ſo ſenſual and ſo ſe! fiſ, that 
their own fleſh 1s an inſatiable gulfthat devour- 
eth all,and they have liccle or nothing to ſpare 
from it to good uſes, Iris better cheap main- 
taining a family of cemperate, ſober perſons , 
ehan orie fle{hly perſon that . hath a whole licter 
of vices and luſts to bee maintained : So much 
a year ſeemeth neceſſary to. maintain their 
pride, in needleſs curiofity and bravery, and ſo 
much a year to maintain their ſexſual ſports and 
pleaſures ; and ſo much to pleaſe their throats 
or 4ppetites, and to lay in proviſion for Fea-. 
vers, and Droplies, and Coughs,and Conſump: 


Ws 


the natural progeny of glurtony, drunkenneſs, 
and exceſs; 'and ſo much a year to maintain 
their /dleneſs; and ſo of many other vices, 
Idlineſs, and Gluttony, and Sportfulneſs, of wife, 
and Childrey, and Family allo to maintain , as 
well "as their own, many thouſand. pounds a 


lies, when all their L#+ry goerh for the ho- 
nour of their family, and they glory in wear- 


tions, 'and an hundred ſuch diſeaſes, which are| 


Bur if one of cheſe perſons haverhe Pride, and | 
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| Chriſt) : and when they take care in the educa- 


— 


Ting will not bee offended with. me if 1I'tell 


\ firs of good works, and all to pleaſe the de- 


ins the livery of the Devil, rhe World and the 


Fleſh, {which they once renounced and pre» 
tended ro Glory in nothitis but” the Croſs of 


ion of cheir Children,thar this encailed honour 
bes not cut off from their Families, no Wonder! 
if ' God's part be little from theſe men, when | 
the Fleſh muſt have ſo much z. and when” God 
muſt ſtand to the courteſie of hisenemies, and 
have bur cheir leavings. I hope the Nobilicy 
and Gentry of Exgland thar are innocent here- 


chem chat are guilty, chat when I fore-ſee rheir 
reckoning,” I think them to be the miſerableſt 
perſons upon earth, that rob God, and rod the 
King of that 'which ſhould defray the charges 
of Governmenty' and rob rhe Church, and.rob| 
rhe poor, and rob their ſouls of all the bene- 


vouring fleſh : Ir's a dreadful thing to fore-ſee 
with whar horrour they will give up their . ac- 
"counts, when inſtead of ſo much in feeding and 
cloathing th: poor, and promating the Goſpel, aud 
the ſaving of mens ſonls, there will be found 
upon their reckonings, ſo, mach i vas curioſi- 
ties and pride, and ſo much in coſtly ſports and, 
pleaſures, and ſo mach 1n' fleſh-pleaſing Luxu- 
77 and Exceſs. ' The trick that rhey have got] 
of late, to free chemſelves from the fears of 
this account, by believing chat there will be| 
no ſuch day, will prove a ſhort and lamentable 
remedy : and when that day ſhall come npop 
chem unawares, their «belief and pleaſures 


EE rr 
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will dye rogether, and deliver them up to 
never- 
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[1f there bee not many (and molt) Kingdomes 


 Uſurers hands, with this dire&ion» thar sf hzs 


never-dying hetrout and deſpair, I have 
heard ic oft mentioned as the diſhonour of 


ſo rich a Kingdome, ſhould bee devored and 
paid to the maintaining of Superſtition : Bur 


in the world, where one half of their wealth is 
devoted to the Fleſh, and ſo to the Devil, I 
ſhould bee glad ro finde my ſelf herein 
miſtaken : And judge you which is more dif- 
graceful, to have half your eſtares given in ſez- 
ſ#ality ro the Devil, or a third part too igno- 
rantly devoted to God ! If men laid out no 
more than needs upon the fleſh, they might 
have 'the more for the ſervice of God and 
of their ſouls : you camet live under ſo much} 


2 year, as would mainrain above twice as ma- 


caufe yuur fleſh muft needs be pleaſed, and you| 
are ſtrangers to Chriſtian morcification and 
ſelf-denial. Laertize tell us that Crates The-| 
ban pur all his money into the Bxnkers or 


France, that the third part of the reveneiys of | 


ny fragal, temperate, induſtrious perſons, be-| 


ſons proved Ideots it (hould all be paid to them, 
bt if they proved Philoſozbers, ut ſhonld be given 
to the poor x becauſe Philoſophers can live wpon 4 
little, and therefore need little. Soif we could 
make men Mortified Chriſtians , they. would 
need ſo little for themſelves, that they would} 
have the more to give to others, and do _ 
with, 

3. Men donot ſeriouſly believe Gods pro- 
miſes; that he will recompenſe them in thy 


ould devote to charitable uſes, © 103” 3 


| 


hfe (wich bercer things) av hundred fold, and}. 
| H 4 | Tl 
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 fo4 man, they may have a Prophets or righteous 
 1124ns reward : Mat. 10. 41. And-that a cup 


—_— cr. _ 


+ - 


nm — 


in the world to come with life eternal | Mat. 19. 
29. Andrhar by receiving a Prophet, or r1ghte« 


of cold water (when youhave no berter) giver 
co one of Chriſts little pnes tw the name of a Di- 
ſciple, ſhall not bee uunrewarded, Mat. 10.42. 
They believe nor chat Heaven will pay for all .| 
1nd thar there is a life to come in which God 
will ſee thar they be no, loſers. They think 
chere is nothing cercain but what they have , in 
1and, and therefore they lay up a treaſure up- 
on earth, and racher truſt ro their eſtares than 
(God : whereas if they verily believed char. 
chere 1s another life, and chat judgement will 
aſon them on the terms deſcribed, at. 5. 
hey would more induſiiouſly lay up a treaſure 
in Heaven, Mat. 6. 20. and ma'e themſelves 
friends of the Mammon of uyrighteonſneſs, and 
{ti:dy how to bee rich in good works, and ſend 


—_—_—— CC _— 


cheir wealth to heaven before them, and lay up a 
| good foundation againſt the time to come, that they 
| | | | 

may lay hold upox eternal life; and then.chey 
would bee ready to diſtribute, .and willing to 
compyunicate, 1 Tim6. 17.18,19. Luk, 16. g. 
They wouldchen know how much they are be- 
holden ro God, that will nor only honour 
\ chem tobe his Stewards, but reward them for 
 difiriburing his maintenance to his children, as 
if they had give» ſo much of their own: They 
| would chen ſee that ir 1s they that are the 7e- 


| ceivers,; and that giving isthe ſureſt way £0 be 
rich, when 'for tranſitory rhings ( ſincerely 


| 


given) they may receive the Everlaſting riches, 
Then 


————_—_—_—. 
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[Then chey would ſee that he char ſaverh his | 
Riches loſeth them , and he - that loſeth 
them for Chiiſt , doth ſave chem, . and. 
lay them np in Heaven : and that it 2 more 


- 
Pn ee eu___—_ 


| crally to them that are of the houſholll of faith, 


| good, and communicate, as knowing that with 


bleſſed to give thay to receive; and that we | 
ſhonld our Relves be laborious that we may have 

wherewich to ſupport the weak, and to give unto 
the needy: Read AR."20. 35. Eph, 4. 28, Pro. 
31. 20, 8c. Then they would not be weary of 
well-dojng, if they believed, that, i» due ſyaſon 
they ſhall reap if they faint nor ; but as they have | 
opportunity, would do good to all men ; but eſpe- | 


Gal. 6. 9,10. They would yet forget .to,.do 
| ſuch ſacrifice God ts well-pleaſed, Heb. 13.16, 


—_—_—— 


| Atrue belief of the Reward, would make men | 


ſtrive who ſhould do moſt, KALLON | 
| . 3+ Another great hinderance is the want of 
Love to.God and our neighbours, to Chriſt and 
his Diſciples. 1f men loved Chriſty they would 
not deal ſo nigeardly with his diſciples, when 
he has rold them that he rakerh all char they do 
to the lcaf# of them (whom hee calleth bs 
brethren) as' done to himſelf, Mat. 25. & 10» 
O, 40. | ns 

ime loved their neighbours as themſelves, 1 
leave you to judge in- what proportion and 
manner they would relieve them? whether ehey 
would finde money to lay out on dice-and} 
cards, and glucronous feaſtings, on playes, and 
eames, and pomp, and .pride, while ſo many 
round about them are in pinching want- 


——__— — 


| ' The deſtrugion of Charity or Chriſtian 
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1 Love, is the caufe; that wirks of Charity are 
. [defiroyed, Who can look that che-ſeed of the 
_ | Serpent, chat hath an z-mny againſt the holy 

{/ezd; ſhould liberafly' relieve chem ! or chat 


[care for any body bur himſelf and his own ? 


| and opanzoys, and when we are like men in 


| holy fruit ro-God ? 


- 


che fleſhly mind which is enmity againſt God, 
ſhould be ready ro do good to the ſpiritual and 
gly ſervants of God ? Gey. 3, 15. Rows. $, 
7 $, - Or thar a ſelffþ man ſhould much 


when Love is turned into the hatred of each 
6ther, upon the account of our partial intereſts, 


war,that think he is the braveſt, moſt deſerving- | 
man, that hath kd moſt; when men have 
birrer, hateful choughts of one another, and 
ſer themſelves to make each other odious, and 
to rune rhem, thar they may ſtand the faſter, 
and think that deſtroying them is good ſervice 
to God; who can look for che fruits of Love. 
from damnable -uncharicableneſs and hatred : 
or that the Devils rree ſhould bring forth 


4+ And then (when Love 1s well-ſpoken of 
by all, even irs deadly enemnnes) lealt men 
ſhould ſee rheir wickedneſs and miſery, (and 
is it Not admirable char. they ſee It not) ! the; 
Devit hath raught them to play the Hypo» 
crites, and make chemſelves a Religion which 
coftsthem nothing; without true Chriſtiau Love! 
and Good works, that they may have ſomerhing 
co Quier and chear their conſciences with. One} 
man drops'now and then an inconfiderable 
oift, and another oppreſſeth, and haterh and! 


deftroyerh (and\{{andereth,and cenfureth, gd 
= | x. C 
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he may not he th 's houghr '7s) hate and. _—_ with<f. | 
»ur cauſe ); and when rhay-have done, they | 
wipe cheir moughs with a few Hypocticicall 
prayers or good words ,. and: think they are 
200d Chriſtians, and God will nor be avenged} 
on them: One thinks that God will ſave himbe-\ 
cauſe he 1s of: this Church,and another becauſe} 
he is of anorher Church:One thinks to bee ſaved 
becauſe he is of this opinion and party in Reli- 
oion, and another becauſe he is of har ;:One 
thinks he is religiaus,becauſe he faith his prayers 
| this way, and another becauſe he  prajeth awether; 
way. And thus dead Hypocrates, whoſe hearts 
were never quickened wich' the powerful Love 
of God, roloye his ſervants, their neighbours, 
and enemies, do perſwade themſelves that God 
will ſave rhemfor mocking and flattering him 
with the ſervice of their 'deceirful lips : while: | 
they want the Love of God, which is the root | 
of all Good, and are poſſeſſed with the Love 
of money, Which is ew root of 'all evil, 1 Time] 
6.10. and are Lovers of pleaſures more thas 
God, 2 Tim, 3o'4 
They will joyn themſelves forwardly to. tis 
cheap and outſide ations of Religion : bur| 
when they hear much leſs chan | Oe thing thou 
Jet wanteſt : ſell all that thou haſt aud diſtribute 
['0 the poor, and then ſhalt have a treaſure wmm| 
Heaven : ]they are very ſorrowful, becauſe they 
are very rich, Luk. 184.22, 23. ſuch a fruit- 
leſs love as they had to others, Jam 2. ſuch a 
fruitleſs Religion rhey have as to themſelves :| 
For pare Relig on and undefiled before God, 8) 
to viſe the te jr 5and ems; 1m their adver- 
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fiy;” and to keep your, ſelves unſpotred from the 
werls, -James To 27- See r- Joh, 25 I Fo & 3. 


his brother hath need, and ſhniteth up his bowels 
af compaſſion frons him, how dwelleth the Love of 
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ed inhim? There are ſpecially three Texts] - 
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